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 Legal Beagle 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Dog tags are due January 1
st

. To 
register your pet, bring proof of current 
rabies vaccinations, along with the 
applicable fee, to the City Clerk’s Office. A 
dog tag will then be issued. Dog tags may 
be purchased through February 28, 2023 
without penalty. 

Tags for spayed or neutered dogs are $5.00 
each, and tags for intact dogs are $10.00 each. 
After February 28, 2023, a penalty of $2.00 per 
month will be assessed on each dog tag purchased 
late. In the event a current year tag is lost, a duplicate 
tag may be purchased for $1.00. 

Aside from complying with City code, having a current city dog tag 
ensures every effort will be made by the Police Department to locate 
the owner of an animal. If a pet has to go to doggie jail, the impound 
fees includes $15.00 per calendar day plus a one-time administration 
fee of $10.00 to be paid before your pet is released to you. Proof of 
current rabies vaccination will also have to be presented to the police 
officer. If you have not already registered your pet, then that will have 
to be done too.  

Give yourself and your pet peace of mind by making sure it is registered 
with the City. The Police Department wants to keep pet families together! 

It is time to begin the annual sewer rate evaluation period starting 
with the December meter reading. City Code states each customer’s 
sewer charge must be reviewed annually and adjusted if necessary 
with the April 1st billing. The Code states that a monthly average of 
the water used between the December meter reading and the 
March meter reading is computed. Then the average is applied to 
a sewer rate table. The resulting sewer 
charge will remain in effect for the next 12 
months starting with the April 1st billing. 
Meters are read around the 10th of each 
month.  

New customers will be charged the 
minimum rate as set by ordinance 
(currently $25.90) until they have estab-
lished usage during the entire three-month 
evaluation period. Once the evaluation 
period is completed, the average water 
usage during that time period will determine 
your sewer rate charge according to the 
sewer rate table.  

To the right is a brief sampling of the 
current sewer charges.  

Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 thousands  
of gallons of  monthly  
water used sewer charge 
 

1 $26.31 
2 $26.72 
3 $27.13 
4 $39.78 
5 $54.65 
  

10 $87.20 
15 $117.85 
 
20 $148.50 
25 $169.65 
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Here Kitty,  
Kitty! 

Submitted by Amy Burton,  
City Clerk 

New Lead & Copper Rule 
Submitted by John Leiker, Public Works Director 

 2 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 5 City Council  7:30 pm 
  (Elected Officials Sworn In) 
 16 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 19 City Council  7:30 pm 
 23 Christmas Eve Observed 
  City offices closed 
 26 Christmas Day Observed 
  City offices closed 

 2 New Year’s Observed 
  City offices closed 
 3 City Council  7:30 pm 
 6 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 16 City Council  7:30 pm 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 20 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 23 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

 3 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 4 Rabies Clinic 10:30 am 
 6 City Council  7:30 pm 
 14 Valentine’s Day 
 17 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 20 President’s Day 
  City Council  7:30 pm 
 27 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY 

On December 22, 2020, the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) finalized the first major update to the Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) in 
nearly 30 years. EPA’s new rule strengthens every aspect of the LCR to better 
protect children and communities from the risks of lead exposure. This LCR will 
better protect children at elementary schools and child care facilities, get the lead 
out of our nation’s drinking water and empower communities through information. 

The City of Ellis is starting the process of preparing and maintaining an inventory 
list of all the water mains and water service lines in town. We have included a 
questionnaire with this newsletter. We ask that you PLEASE fill the questionnaire 
out and return it to the Clerk’s Office as soon as possible. This is not an optional 
participation program. We must have this report completed and submitted to EPA 
by October 16, 2024. Every water service line in town will be recorded and reported.  

One part of the process is all water lines coming out of the meter cans and 
going into private properties must be identified. If they can’t be identified visually, 
residents or City staff will have to start digging up lines in yards and streets to 
identify them. This will be a time consuming and expensive project.  

Government funds are going to be made available to offset the cost of this 
program. For more information on the new Lead and Copper Rule visit: https://
www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/supporting-materials-final-revisions-
lead-and-copper-rule. 

We ask you again, PLEASE fill out the questionnaire to the best of your 
knowledge. If you don’t know the answers to some or any of the questions, answer 
the ones you can and return it.  The Public Works Department will be available 
to provide any help by calling 785-726-1741. Thank you for your assistance 
with this required EPA program. 

Parade Procedures 
Submitted by Avery Smith, Chief of Police 

 Many organizations around town host parades or events near the railroad 
tracks. Union Pacific Railroad requires the City to notify them any time an event 
is held near the tracks.  
 Recently, Union Pacific has changed the requirements for notification of an 
event. Prior to this summer, Union Pacific required only two days advanced 
notice; they now require a 30-day notice prior 
to an event taking place near the railroad 
tracks. This is to notify engineers who control 
the trains of the possibility of extra vehicle or 
foot traffic at Ellis’ railroad crossings.  
 When applying for a traffic control request 
or parade, please complete the paperwork a 
couple months in advance of the event date. This allows the Police Department 
to notify Union Pacific in a timely manner, and they have time to prepare for 
your organization’s event! 

 City Council recently approved a 
Community Cat Trap, Neuter, Return 
(TNR) policy and ordinance. Due to 
an increasing population of community 
cats, Council researched solutions 
and decided to enact a Trap, Neuter, 
Return program.  
 Areas in town will be 
identified as community cat 
colonies. Once the colony is 
identified, a date will be set 
with the veterinarian for 
the procedure. Humane 
live traps will be provided 
to the colony caretaker at least four 
(4) days prior to the trapping to allow 
the cats to become familiar with the 
traps.  
 Up to five cats will be identified 
for each event. At least 72 hours prior 
to the trapping, the cats identified for 
the program will be advertised on the 
Ellis Police Department’s Facebook page 
and in City Hall. Cats will be identified 
by gender, physical description, and 
location and date trapped. Photos of the 
cats identified will be taken whenever 
possible. Following the trapping, the 
identified cats left unclaimed by 
residents will be taken by volunteers 
to the veterinarian where the cats will 
be spayed or neutered, vaccinated 
for rabies, and tipping of their left ear. 
Once medically cleared, the cats will 
be returned to their former location.  
 We welcome volunteers and/or 
community cat caretakers that would 
like to be a part of the program!  
Please contact the City Clerk’s office 
to be added to the list! 
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City of Ellis 

VISION STATEMENT 
A truly unique Kansas community, Ellis celebrates  

its rich heritage of friendly people that value  
family and strong work ethics while actively promoting 

quality education and public services. 

Public Comment at Meetings 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

Ellis Waterline  
Improvement Project 

Submitted by John Leiker,  Public Works Director 

HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE 
 

 Thursday, December 22 Thursday and Friday trash routes will be run   

 Friday, December 23 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

 Monday, December 26 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

 Tuesday, December 27 Monday and Tuesday trash routes will be run   

 Monday, January 2 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

 Tuesday, January 3 Monday and Tuesday trash routes will be run 

 Have you ever attended a City Council meeting? Would you 
rather receive information first-hand, or rely on the trusty rumor 
mill? Would you like to visit with Council regarding a topic, or express 
an opinion? We encourage everyone to attend a City Council 
meeting to hear for yourself what is going on in your community!  
The City Council meets the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays of each month at 

7:30 p.m. Interested community members can either attend the 
meeting personally, or watch the live feed through the YouTube 
app. Residents can also access the council meeting live feed 
through our website. If you would like to receive notice of Council 
meeting agendas, please contact the City Clerk ’s office for the 
request form.   
 Although not required, the City Council believes it is important 
to give residents an opportunity to express comments and suggestions 
at the Council meetings. Therefore, at each meeting, the public is 
allowed to speak during Public Comment. Each person is allotted 
up to five minutes to address the Council. If numerous individuals 
would like to speak on the same topic, the Mayor has the right to 
ask the group to appoint a spokesperson to speak on the group’s 
behalf. 
 Please keep in mind that Public Comment is just that – a time 
for the public to comment. Council members are not to engage in 
dialogue during this time specifically set aside for the public. This 
can sometimes be frustrating for speakers; however, Council  
addresses comments made by the public at the end of the meeting, 
or at the next regular Council meeting.   
 Even though the Governing Body is not to engage with the 
speaker, the Mayor reserves the right to interject if the speaker 
makes personal or slanderous remarks while addressing the Governing 
Body. Once the Public Comment portion of the meeting is over, the 
public is not allowed to speak during the remainder of the meeting, 
unless specifically invited by the Governing Body. 
 If a resident would like to be placed on the agenda instead of 
speaking during Public Comment, they must have a Governing 
Body member sponsor their item. The deadline for agenda items is 
5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before the Monday Council meeting.  
We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting!   

 Approximately ten years ago the City of Ellis 
began a water exploration project. Since then, we 
have gone through a major drought, and came 
back out of it. Sadly, we are now back in a 
drought. Toward the end of our last drought, our 
City water wells were starting to show serious 
decline. Fortunately we received some needed rain. 
Big Creek filled back up, and our City water wells 
stayed charged fairly well until this summer. With the 
excessive heat and lack of rain this year, Big Creek 
and our well levels have started falling again. 
 Thanks to the foresight and work of current 
and prior City Councils, we were able to obtain 
water rights in Trego County. Test wells have been 
drilled and the water quality has been tested. They 
should provide an adequate amount of water to 
supplement our current water supply, as well as 
improve our water quality. 
 Wilson & Company Engineering is currently in 
the process of developing a water line route from 
our Trego Wells to Ellis. They are doing surveys 
along the proposed route where the pipe line will 
be laid to bring the water to our town. 
 As the project proceeds, the City of Ellis plans 
to hold meeting for the public as well as for land 
owners that will be affected by the construction of 
the pipe line. 

New Digital  
Floodplain Maps 

Submitted by Steve Homburg,  Certified Floodplain Manager 

 As of June 15, 2022 the City of Ellis is now in 
the digital age of Floodplain Mapping. Over the 
last couple of years, FEMA mapping has been 
updating the floodplain maps for all of Ellis County. 
Using LIDAR technology, they re-measured the 
ground for new elevations for the base of the 
map. This new map is available on the City’s 
website under Local > Public Works > Floodplain 
or you can go to https://gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/
ksfloodplain. Either way will take you to the map, 
so you can check to see if you are in the Floodplain. 

https://gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/ksfloodplain
https://gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/ksfloodplain


City of Ellis MISSION STATEMENT        

The City of Ellis efficiently promotes infrastructure 

and beautification programs, supporting  

community growth while preserving its  

intrinsic small town charm. 

Non-Emergency Police Matters 
Submitted by Avery Smith, Police Chief  

December 1, 2022                                              the town crier                                                                  Page 4 

The City of Ellis will hold its 12th 
annual rabies clinic on Saturday, 
February 4, 2023 from 10:30 a.m. 
until Noon. Patrons can bring their 
dogs and cats to the back of the City 
building to be vaccinated. Brandon 
Weidenhaft, DVM, from Big Creek 
Veterinary Services graciously agreed 
to conduct the clinic along with the 
help of Mark Augustine.   

City staff will be present through-
out the event to collect the fees and 
also sell 2023 City dog tags. 

Rabies Clinic 
Submitted by  

Toni Jensen, Clerk I 

Fees: 
Rabies - dog/cat  $20 

Distemper - dog/cat $25 
Bordetella (kennel cough) - dog  $17.50     

 The City of Ellis contracted with Marvin 
Planning Consultants in April 2022 to recodify 
the City’s zoning codes. The last time the 
City’s zoning ordinances were reviewed by 
a planning consultant was 2004.  
 The Planning Commission has been 
working diligently with Keith Marvin 
to update and review 
the zoning codes. 
Zoning codes dictate 
the layout of the City and 
includes regulations 
for setbacks, accessory 
building height and size, lot coverage restrictions, 
use regulations for each zoning district, yard 
regulations, sign regulations, and much 
more. Codes are in place to protect not only 
your property, but the property of your 
neighbor and the value of the neighborhood 
in general.  
 The Planning Commission hopes to finish 
their review with Mr. Marvin by the end of the 
year, with Council approval and implementation 
early 2023. Planning Commission members 
include Devin Henderson, Randy Honas, 
Glen Keller, Nick Keller, Jolene Niernberger, 
Linda Pfeifer, and Tim Stanton.   
 Public Works Director John Leiker is the 
person in charge of enforcing the zoning 
codes. Before you start your next project, 
please contact Mr. Leiker at 785-726-1741 to 
ensure all zoning codes are being followed! 

Can I Build/Plant/
Store Here? 

Submitted by Amy Burton,  
City Clerk 

 On September 30, 2022, the procedure to report non-emergency police 
matters to the Ellis Police Department changed. The cell phone number 
(785) 726-4141 has been deactivated. Instead, the public is encouraged 
to contact the Ellis Police Department via the countywide non-
emergency line (785) 625-1011. Your call will go to the communications 
center in Hays. This was done for a multitude of reasons. An increase in 
quality of service and officer safety being two primary reasons for the change. 
 This change begs the question; “When do I use the non-emergency 
phone number to contact an Ellis Police Officer?” Examples of non-
emergency police matters are as follows: 
  Your neighbor is playing music too loud late at night. 
  You see a dog running at large that is not being vicious. 
  You need to speak to an Officer about a welfare      
     check on a friend, or your friend is experiencing 
     a mental health crisis and is not being violent 
     or attempting to harm themselves or others. 
 “But when do I need to call 911?”, you might 
ask. Examples of an appropriate usage of 911 
are as follows: 
  You are witnessing criminal activity or have been victimized as a 
      result of a crime. 
  Your child has gone missing. 
  You have been in a motor vehicle accident. 
  You are experiencing a medical emergency. 
  Your house is on fire. 
 In some instances, you may not know what number is the appropriate 
one to call. If you are unsure as to if the event you are experiencing is a 
true emergency, it is best to call 911 anyways. When calling either number, 
you will speak to a dispatcher. Their job is to gather relevant information 
that may change how an officer handles the call for service. It is imperative 
that you answer their questions in a clear and concise manner. The officer 
that is dispatched may need to call you to gather other specific information 
or discuss details with you. If an officer calls you, expect it to be from a 
restricted, blocked, or unknown caller ID. Please answer this call if it is 
safe to do so. If you don’t answer, the officer may leave you a voicemail 
asking you to call dispatch back so they can transfer the call to the officer 
on duty. 
 Officers will not respond to calls for service via messages sent to 
our Department Facebook page, personal Facebook pages, other forms 
of social media or calls via Facebook messenger. If you need to speak 
to an officer, you must go through the appropriate channels to do so. 
Also, I understand that some people want to speak to a specific officer 
in some circumstances. If you are reporting a crime, the officer on duty will 
be the one responsible for handling the call. This is important so criminal 
activity can be investigated in a timely manner. Officers on their day off 
will not be contacted to speak to you. It is important that officers have 
family/personal time away from work. If you need to speak to a specific 
officer in reference to a case they are working for you, the officer on 
duty will take a message. The officer will call you back the next time he/
she is on shift.  
 Thank you all for your support and understanding as we make 
these critical changes to our department. 
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UTV Renewal 
Submitted by Verda Flinn,  

Assistant City Clerk 

 It is time to renew your UTV tag 
with the City of Ellis. 2022 tags will 
expire December 31, 2022. To stay in 
compliance with UTV Ordinance No. 
1450, schedule an 
appointment with 
the Ellis Police 
Department to 
have your UTV 
inspected. 
 Once 
inspection is 
completed, 
bring the inspection 
forms, proof of ownership, insurance 
and driver’s license to the Ellis 
Clerk’s office to renew your UTV tag. 
The yearly fee to register or renew a 
UTV is $50.00.  
 To view the ordinance, visit our 
Ellis City Government website at 
https://ellis.ks.us and go to City 
Office > City Government. Then scroll 
to the bottom of the page and select 
Download UTV Ordinance No. 1450. 

Preparing for Snow 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

 Whether it’s a sidewalk or the street, there are things you 
need to keep in mind when winter weather strikes. 

Property owners must see that the sidewalks around their 
property are clear of all snow and ice accumulations. If the 
compaction of snow or ice makes it practically impossible to 
remove the snow/ice, the property owner must sprinkle salt, 
ashes, sand or other similar materials to make the sidewalk 
reasonably safe for pedestrian travel. City Code states that the 
removal of ice or snow from the sidewalks should be completed 
within twelve hours after the end of the storm causing the 
accumulation. If the storm occurred during the nighttime, then 
the property owner must clear the sidewalks within twelve 
hours after sunrise.  

When snowfall is predicted, please remove vehicles from 
the primary snow removal routes. It’s important that the City 
crew be able to clean essential roadways as quickly as possible. 
If you cannot park your vehicles off the street or in a driveway, 
please park them on the NORTH or EAST side of the street.  
That way City crews will be able to quickly remove the snow 
from the main streets. Once the City crew has bladed the 
snow routes, the south and west side of the streets will provide 
clear parking.   

The City crew will then begin removing snow from the side 
streets. City crews will blade each side street only once. AFTER 
the City snow plows have been past your house, please throw any snow you scoop ONTO YOUR LAWN. Throwing it into 
the streets where vehicles must then drive over it creates large icy bumps which cannot be removed, even with the City’s 
big equipment.  

Also remember that letter carriers need clear access to mailboxes. Unsafe conditions such as unshoveled snow, icy 
sidewalks, or large amounts of snow blocking mailboxes can delay or even prevent mail delivery. Mail carriers are instructed to 
refrain from delivering to locations they deem too hazardous. 

Primary Snow 
Removal Routes 

 One of the comments we hear back from residents is “Why did you send 
the cops to my door to deliver a paper? Couldn’t you have just mailed it to me 
or called?” Our method of utilizing our Police Department 
for personal delivery service is not meant to embarrass 
or otherwise make residents feel uneasy. It’s simple 
economics and efficiency.  
 Our Police force patrols the City streets every single 
day, so why not task them with delivering personal 
notices during this time? We send out hundreds of 
letters each year, whether it be violation letters, returned checks, 
court subpoenas, or other documents. Our City Code requires us to 
personal serve or mail many types of documents certified or registered. The 
City’s cost to mail a letter certified is almost $8.00 and $15.00 for registered!  
Therefore, we could easily spend thousands of tax payer dollars just in mailings. 
 Some ask why we just can’t call them. Several reasons apply: 
 1. For most notices our Code requires us to have written documentation. 
 2. With cell phones so popular, many of our utility applications are outdated, 
      and we no longer have current contact numbers for our residents.  
 3. We simply do not have the staffing to dedicate to telephone notification. 
 Another reason is the ability to get the information in our resident’s hands 
timely. Many of our legal notices have a seven (7) to ten (10) day deadline 
imposed, so the sooner the information is in the resident’s hands, the sooner 
it can be addressed.  
 Therefore, we feel that having the Police Department personal serve legal 
notices whenever possible is the more timely and cost efficient alternative. 
This is just another way we are trying to keep our costs down and utilize our 
staff efficiently. 

Personal Service 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 
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City code prohibits vegetation watering between  
the hours of Noon to 7:00 p.m. year round. 

While doing your yard work,  
please remember that the City’s  

BURN SITE 
accepts ONLY tree limbs,  

branches and brush. 
The Site does NOT accept grass, leaves, lumber,  

or miscellaneous wooden items. 

 A total of 37.79 TONS of refuse 
was hauled off during the annual City-
wide cleanup week starting October 3, 
2022. There was 1.54 less tons collected 
this year than last year.  
 When you take out the construction/
demolition items, the City paid 
$1,639.56 to Ellis County for the refuse 
collected during the clean-up. Due to Ellis 
County landfill rate increases, the City 
paid $99.06 more than last year, even 
though the City hauled less to the landfill. 

City-Wide Cleanup 
Submitted by Verda Flinn,  

Assistant City Clerk 

Service Awards 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Loyal and dedicated employees form the 
foundation of every city with a strong, progressive 
government. In today’s mobile society, where 
frequent job transitions are considered the norm, 
long-term employees are a rare and valuable 
asset. The pride and devotion shown by these 
men and women in their jobs is an important 
factor in making Kansas communities a better 
place to live.   

In order to promote interest in good government 
and to command faithful and effective public 
service by the officers and employees of the 
City of Ellis, in 1964 the Governing Body began 
the practice of recognizing city employees for 
continuous public service.  
 Fifty-eight years later, the tradition of recognizing 
dedicated employees continues. Mayor David 
McDaniel presented four service awards at the 
October 17, 2022 Council meeting. 

Welcome Our  
New Public Works  

Employee! 
Submitted by Ronald Julian,  

Public Works Employee 

 The City of Ellis Public Works 
Department would like to introduce 
you to our newest employee, Ron 
Julian. His main job duty will be with 
sanitation service. 
 Ron has been 
a resident of Ellis 
since 2013. He was 
married September 
3, 2022 to Amanda 
and is a father to 
four children: Lyla 
Meserve, Brooklyn, 
Kayla and Toby 
Julian. 
 Being active in firefighting is 
prevalent with Ron. He has been a 
member of the City of Ellis Volunteer 
Fire Department for eight years and 
the Ellis County Rural Fire Department 
for seven years. 
 Let’s welcome Ron to our Public 
Works Department! 

 Pictured from left to right: Dustin Vine,  
Christian Cline, Amy Burton  

and Bradley Deines. 

Clerk’s Office 
Amy Burton 10 years 

Fire Department 
Dustin Vine 25 years  
Christian Cline 15 years  
Bradley Deines 5 years  

Campground Project in the Works 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Campground Committee Member 

 When the Campground Committee built the expansion, they planned for 
the future. The existing bathhouse, built over 55 years ago, is currently in the 
floodway. If something should happen to it, the City would not be able to replace it 
in that location due to FEMA regulations. Therefore, the committee intentionally 
elevated an area by the fence on the south side of the expansion, and had water 
and electricity ran over to this area for the purpose of installing a new restroom/
shower facility. Eventually, the Campground Committee wanted to update the 
playground equipment in the area.  
 In August, an opportunity was presented through the State of Kansas for 
2023 funding to apply for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for 
the purpose of parks, recreation, sidewalks, etc. This particular grant is a minimum 
of 25% matching funds. Rarely does a grant opportunity happen with this low of a 
required minimum for matching funds. Thankfully, Council has been budgeting for 
projects at the campground throughout the past years. The Council approved the 
Campground Committee to pursue this CDBG grant opportunity and to apply for 
other grants to help offset the matching funds. A Dane G. Hansen grant application 
has already been submitted and we are waiting to hear if the City is awarded 
the grant. The application deadline for CDBG funding is February 1, 2023. 
 The proposed project includes a restroom/shower facility centrally located 
in the expansion area near the tent site. The facility will have four individual 
handicap units with each having their own entrance for privacy. Concrete 
sidewalks and handicap parking will connect the facility to the playground area. 
The playground area will be located at the west end of the expansion near 
where the old playground equipment is currently. The plan is to include at least 
three pieces of playground equipment for the kids. A concrete border will be 
poured around the playground area to keep the fill material in. Trees will be 
planted and benches placed around the area. 
 Once the City is approved for the funding, the project would be bid out in 
early summer 2023 with a goal of completion for both areas by spring of 2024, 
just in time for the busy camping season. The Campground Committee is excited 
for the grant opportunities to help improve our campground and bring more 
visitors to our gem of a community! 



Trunk or Treat a Huge Success! 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 
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   HOURS     

 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri   
8:30 to 11:30 AM 

 

Wednesday   
3:00 to 7:00 PM 

 

1st and 3rd Sat of Month    
8:30 to 11:30 AM 

ELLIS 
RECYCLING  

CENTER 

Flushable Wipes 
Submitted by Steve Homburg, Sewer Plant Operator 

 On October 29th, the Ellis Police Department and Ellis Baptist Church sponsored an evening out for 
little kids and big kids alike. The parking lot was full of various businesses and community people to hand 
out candy and drinks. Our Police Officers participating in the event included Chief of Police Avery Smith and 
Police Officers Ben Kolas and Alanna Woods. Thank you for helping put on a great event for our community! 

  These so-called “flushable” wipes do not break down in sewers and can 
cause sewage blockages and backups that overflow onto streets and homes. 

SSO’s or Sanitary Sewer Overflows are required by law to be 
reported to KDHE. Overflows pose enormous environmental 
and public health hazards. Further, flushed wipes also cause 
major damage at wastewater treatment facilities that can 
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars to repair. 
       Disposable wipes, even those labeled “flushable”, are a 
problem for all wastewater collection and treatment facilities. 

Significantly more maintenance work is required to remove wipes from sewer 
pipes, pumps, and treatment plant equipment. 
 The problems in the sewer system are caused by the flushing of products 
that don’t properly break apart in the sewer system, products such as baby 
wipes, personal care wipes, paper towels, and feminine care products. These 
products are sometimes disposed of in toilets because of how and where they 
are used. They then plug up the sewer main causing SSO’s, which leads to 
sewage backup’s into basements and houses. If they make it through the sewer 
mains to a pump, they can then plug up the pump causing the pump to fail and 
cause the system to backup and enter basements and houses. 
 So please, in the future, try to remember to place the flushable wipes in 
the trash to reduce expenditures to your utility rate. 

New Alert  
System! 

Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 On November 8th, voters headed to the polls to elect individuals for our 
local government. The positions up for election included three Council seats. 
Those seats were currently held by Council members Kellie Crnkovich, Martin 
LaBarge, and Jolene Niernberger. All candidates sought re-election and they 
were the only individuals to file with the County Clerk for the three vacant 
seats. However, in October, local attorney Cassie Ziegler announced a write-in 
campaign. After the polls closed and the votes were tallied, the County Election 
Officer released the following unofficial election results: 
 

   Council members: 
   Martin LaBarge - 434 
   Jolene Niernbeger - 427 
   Kellie Crnkovich – 348 
   Write-In Totals - 282 
  
 All three new Council members will be sworn into office at the December 
5, 2022 Council meeting. Please join me in congratulating Martin, Jolene and 
Kellie in their election win! 

And the Winners are... 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 You asked, and we listened! Soon, 
there will be a new text messaging alert 
system from the City of Ellis to notify 
residents of waterline breaks, road 
closures, weather threats, and more!   
 The City has contracted with Nixle 
360 for text messaging alert software. 

The system links 
with the National 
Weather Service 
for weather alerts, 
as well as iPaws, 
the public alert 
warning system. 
Residents can opt 
to receive notifi-

cations through email, phone call, or 
text. Community members will have to 
sign up in order to be alerted by the 
City about important information, so 
stay tuned for further information on 
how to opt in! 



 In September of 2022, we received 
our new Dodge Durango Pursuit vehicle 
from Niagara Falls, NY. The Durango 
was then outfitted with its emergency 
equipment by JR Audio in Holcomb, KS. 
After it was outfitted, it lacked one thing, 
the graphics. The graphics are important 
to any law enforcement vehicle. They are what makes one department’s 
vehicles stand out from another’s and identifies it as a police vehicle.   
 We had a vision for what we wanted the vehicle to look like; all we 
needed was someone to design it. Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk, took on 
the task and created the graphics, incorporating all of the design elements 
we wanted and even added a flair of her graphic design talent.  
 The design features the Ellis Police Department’s new badge, which is a 
homage to Andrew Miller, the Town Marshal who was slain in the line of 
duty in November of 1921. It also incorporates a little bit of Railer pride in 
the form of a visually striking orange-to-white gradient in the police lettering. 
Also displayed are a set of railroad tracks, bringing attention to our town’s 
railroad history stemming from its founding in 1888, when it was incorporated 
by law as a City of the Third Class. Ellis was originally a water station for the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad prior to its official incorporation as a city.  
 Commercial Sign of Hays installed the graphics for us and did a wonderful 
job turning the Durango’s blank canvas into a work of art. We look forward 
to you enjoying it as much as we do! 
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Winter Fun Advice 
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter 

Submitted by Avery Smith, Chief of Police 

New Patrol Vehicle Graphics  Trees, Trees 
and More 

Trees 
Submitted by Verda Flinn,  

Secretary for Cemetery Committee 

 After many years of inactivity, the 
Cemetery Committee was brought back 
to life in August. The Committee members 
are Karen Day, Paulette Harp, Jackie 
Henman, Ron Keithley, Mark Kelly, John 
LaShell and Brad Leiker. Verda Flinn, 
Assistant City Clerk, is acting secretary 
and John Leiker, Public Works Director, 
is the Cemetery Sexton. 
 For the last couple of months, the 
Committee has been reviewing Mount 
Hope Cemetery and working on a solution 
for the overgrown trees covering up 
headstones. The Public Works Department 
walked through the cemetery and marked 
29 trees covering up headstones. The 
Committee members visited the cemetery 
on their own time to get a grasp of the 
situation.  
 As a solution to not remove any 
trees, the Committee voted unanimously 
to trim branches close to the trunk only 
on the trees covering up headstones. 
The trees would be trimmed from the 
bottom of the trunk to about four feet up 
the trunk or proportionate to the size of 
the tree. Also, these trimmed trees 
would no longer be shaped annually, but 
instead, allowed to grow out naturally.  
This will help the Public Works Department, 
because the trees are getting to a height 
that it is difficult to shape them uniformly 
and reach the tops without a bucket 
truck. As these trees grow taller, they will 
provide some shade and possibly a 
bench could be placed underneath them. 
 The Committee also wanted to have 
continuity from the original cemetery area 
to the expansion area by planting native 
cedar trees in the spots where trees 
have died in the expansion. The Committee 
felt with limited water resources, these trees 
would have the best chance of survival. 
 The G.A.R. statue area is also getting 
a makeover. The overgrown shrubs 
around the statue were removed and to 
the Committee’s surprise, granite benches 
were revealed. Karen Day is landscaping 
the area around the statue to include a 
rose garden. The rose bushes will be 
planted next spring in time for Memorial 
Day. 
 If you have any suggestions, please 
contact a Committee member. They would 
be glad to hear ideas on how we can 
improve our cemetery! 

      Break out the Pumpkin Spice, fall is here and winter 
is on the way! Even with dropping temperatures, kids of 
all ages still love to play outdoors and build snowmen, go 
sledding and make snow angels. While all the outdoor 
activities are so much fun, be cautious as danger lurks 
there, too. 
      While out in the cold, keep in mind these few tips to 
make it even more enjoyable.   

Layer up! Dressing in layers helps insulate the body without overheating. 
The layer closest to your body should be made of moisture wicking 
material that pulls sweat away from your body and prevents your body 
from overheating. 
Warm up! When you go inside, take off all wet clothing and replace it 
with fresh, dry clothes. Cover your wrists, ankles, and toes to help keep 
your body heat trapped. Then grab a mug of delicious hot chocolate to 
warm your fingers. 
Helmets! If you are participating in snow sports like skiing, snowboarding, 
etc. protect your noggin with a good fitting helmet. Give last year’s helmet a 
try-on session and if you have grown, get a new helmet.   
Break time! Playing in the snow is a ton of fun, but it can be exhausting.  
Take a short break every 30-40 minutes to give your batteries a chance 
to recharge. Sunscreen is not just for summer. The sun’s rays reflecting 
off the snow can cause sunburns, too. Reapply every 2 hours. 
Beware! When you check on your outdoor fanatics, look at their skin. If 
the skin is gray, pale or blistering, it could be frostbite. Submerge the 
affected area in warm, NOT hot, running water for 15-30 minutes. Shivering, 
slurred speech and clumsiness may be signs of hypothermia. If you think 
someone has hypothermia, call 911 immediately. 

 Winter is the most wonderful time of the year, and we sincerely hope you 
enjoy every moment. Stay warm and dry and take every chance you can to 
be a kid all over again. All of us at the Ellis Volunteer Fire Department wish 
you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 



Giving the future generation a chance to get to know a new generation of officers. 
 

 With lots of changes happening in the City of Ellis, including a fairly 
new Police Chief Avery Smith and Officers Ben Kolas and Alanna Woods 
on the force, the newest generation wandering the halls of our schools may 
not get to interact with the department near as much as we would like in a 
positive way. The idea came from Officer Woods interacting with juveniles 
on some of their worst days and realizing the department does not get to 
see some of its younger citizens outside of those incidents.  

      Officer Woods not only wants the community as a 
whole, but especially those young minds who tend to get 
swayed from outside sources, to be able to interact with the 
police knowing that we are here for and to protect them. 
EPD hopes to make Cocoa with Cops an annual event.  
      The Police Department will set up a stand in the commons 
area before school from the time the doors open to when 

the first class starts to offer free cocoa to students and teachers. This also 
gives students a chance to talk with the officers in a non-formal environment 
about anything from questions about our uniforms and equipment we carry 
to possibly reporting something they or someone else was a victim of. 
Even if they don’t want to talk, they can get to know our names and see 
our faces and same with us. 
 The first Cocoa with Cops event will take place on November 22, 2022 
at Washington Grade School starting at 7:30 a.m. for students and teachers. 
We hope to have another Cocoa with Cops in December at St. Mary’s 
Grade School, and then our last one in January at Ellis High School.  
 Officer Woods has also been working with Principal Donna Schmidt 
and Superintendent Janice Wilson in possibly bringing an extra special 
event in May for students at Ellis High School, so stay posted! We are looking 
forward to meeting your littles over the next few months and hearing what 
they have to say! 
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Fire Prevention Week 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Payment Options 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Cocoa with Cops 
Submitted by Alanna Woods, Police Officer 

New Fee 
Schedule 

Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 On November 7th, City Council approved 
Resolution #591 establishing the current 
fee schedule for the City. It has been several 
years since the comprehensive fee 
schedule has been reviewed, and most of 
the fees were left unchanged. 
 However, some fees had to be 
increased. A few of these changes include 
several of the fees relating to planning 
and zoning due to higher publication and 
postage costs. For residents wanting to 
tap into the water line, the water service 
connection fees have been increased to 
more accurately reflect the actual cost for 
the City to install the water tap. These 
fees vary depending on the size of the 
service line. For those residents with dogs 
that like to break out and go exploring, the 
impound fee has increased from $12.00 
to $15.00 per calendar day, in addition to 
a new $10.00 administration fee. There is 
also a $5.00 per dog, per day surcharge 
when the average fuel cost in town 
exceeds $3.75 per gallon. Incoming and 
outgoing faxes have increased to $1.00 
per page and police or accident reports 
have increased to $10.00.  
 For a full list of City fees, please visit 
our website or the City Clerk’s office. 

 Our local Volunteer Fire Department participated in Fire 
Prevention Week by visiting the schools. A fire truck was on-site 
for the youth to climb in and ask questions about it. A presentation 
was given with Fire Department members in full gear. This is just 
one example of many where our Volunteer Fire Department is 
actively involved in the community! 

There are a variety of methods customers may 
use to pay their utility bills. 
Customers may sign up for direct withdrawal of 

the bills from their bank accounts. A form is 
available on our website www.ellis.ks.us under 
City Office > New Resident > Automatic Bill 
Pay Form (PDF) or stop by the Clerk’s Office to 
fill out a form. 
(Payments are withdrawn from customer bank accounts on 
the 10th of each month, or the first working day following 
the 10th should the 10th fall on a weekend.) 

Customers may come into the City Clerk’s Office 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday 
(We are normally open through the lunch hour). 

Customers may place payments in the night 
drop located between the windows south of the 
main door.   

Customers may use the online bill pay service 
offered by their preferred bank.  
(Just remember that the bank must MAIL the payment, and 
if your payment is not received in the Clerk’s Office by the 
15th of the month, a late fee of 10% will be applied.) 

Customers may use debit or credit cards to pay 
bills over the phone or in person.  

 (The processing company the City uses will charge the 
customer a $3.95 processing fee for each transaction.) 



We will be 

CLOSED 
Friday, December 23rd &  

Monday, December 26th for 

Christmas 
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Vehicle Emergency Kit 
Submitted by Avery Smith, Chief of Police 

Numbers Written Out Count More 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

 Once again, the City is seeing more and more checks being written 
out with two different amounts on the check. The City’s depository bank 
will only accept the check for the amount that is written out in words. 
Therefore, when we process your payment, if the numbers do not 
match, we will only be able to apply the amount written out in words 
towards your account. This has caused some customers to have late 
payment penalties because the check was written out incorrectly, and a 
full payment was therefore not applied to the account. Please double-
check your payment before dropping it by our office to make sure your 

check is written 
out correctly to 
the amount 
you would like 
to pay on your 
account. 
    The example 
shows two 
sections of the 
check to indicate 
the amount of 

the draft. There is a box where you put the amount of the check with 
numbers (red oval) and another section where you write out, in words 
(red rectangle), the amount of the check. 
 Per the Uniform Commercial Code, the amount written out in words 
take precedence. The assumption is that it takes more consideration to 
write out a number in words and therefore, less likely to be erroneous. 
Therefore, the City will still submit your check to the bank, but it will be 
only for the amount written out in words and is what will be applied to 
your utility account for payment. 

Bank only accepts amount written here 

We Tip Our Hats to You 
Submitted by Jolene Niernberger, on behalf of 

the Mayor and Ellis City Council Members 

 Civic engagement - volunteering - is a 
measure of the strength, growth and change 
in a community. 
 In Ellis, there are more than 80 citizens 
who are formally appointed in leadership 
positions to 23 committees and boards, and 
the Ellis volunteer fire department. These 
people are tireless in their dedication and 
work to improve our quality of life in Ellis.   
 Our city has many, many more caring, 
committed, energetic folks who dig in, give their 
time, energy and their personal resources to 
make a positive difference in the lives of our 
citizens. They are not appointed - they see a 
need and they meet it. They give a hand 
without expecting something in return. Each 
person can make a positive difference in 
others’ lives - and they understand that 
teamwork will broaden the impact of change 
in a community. 
 Volunteerism thrives in Ellis - whether it 
is neighbor helping neighbor, persons working 
tirelessly for their church and faith organizations, 
through community organizations or those 
who anonymously contribute in ways that are 
immeasurable in assuring that others’ lives 
are made better for their efforts. 
 Service benefits all - those receiving the 
service as well as those who serve. We 
know that volunteers are healthier and happier 
because they are active and involved. We 
know that volunteers are more socially aware 
and take responsibility for their service and the 
impact of their work. We know that volunteers 
are drivers of community change: they solve 
problems. 
 We, your city leaders, recognize and 
give credit to our volunteers for the invaluable 
impact of their work which helps to make 
our city cleaner, safer, more inviting and 
welcoming. We appreciate their energy, 
innovation, creativity, and new ways of thinking; 
and we know them to be passionate, dedicated 
and forward thinking persons who care about 
others and the future of our community. 
 Thank you, Ellis volunteers, for your 
dedication and work to improve our community. 
We recognize, honor and are indebted to you 
for many improvements that have taken place 
over the years. We appreciate 
you for investing in our city 
and sharing your time, 
energy, knowledge and 
expertise to make Ellis 
a progressive, safe, 
clean and inviting 
home for our citizens.          

 This is a friendly reminder from the Ellis Police Department to be 
prepared for Winter weather! Do you have an emergency kit in your car? 
Above is a list of items to consider putting in your car winter survival kit 
in case you would have an emergency when traveling this winter. It's 
always better to have it and not need it than need it and not have it! 






