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Beginning
Tuesday, May 31st
Public Works Department
will work

SUMMER HOURS
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

As many of you know, I was hired as the
Chief of Police for the City of Ellis on January
3, 2022 by the Ellis City Council. I was very
pleased to accept the position and hope to
serve our community for many years to
come.
I started with the Ellis Police Department
in April of 2016 and have faithfully served
since that time. During my time here, I have
learned a lot about what it means to be a
leader and hope to lead our department
down the right path. I plan to solve many of
the past issues that we have had as a
department, starting with our staffing issues
and bringing our department into a more prominent role within the
community itself. I am excited to get to work for YOU, the citizens of
Ellis, who have shown nothing but support for me in the past several
years.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach
out to me in person at the EPD office, call (785)726-4462 or send an
email to ellispd@eaglecom.net. I would love to visit with you about
issues in our community and work towards achieving a higher quality
of life for the community.

Annual Sewer Rate Evaluation Period
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

City Code states each customer’s sewer charge must be reviewed
annually and adjusted if necessary with the April 1st billing. The Code
states that a monthly average of the water used between the
December meter reading and the March
meter reading is computed, and that
average water used
in thousands
monthly
average is then applied to a sewer rate
of gallons
sewer charge
table. The resulting sewer charge will remain
in effect for the next 12 months starting with
1
$25.79
the April 1st billing. Water meters are read
2
$26.19
around the 10th of each month.
3
$26.59
New residents who have moved into
4
$38.99
Ellis before December 2021 started their
service with the base rate of $25.39 for the
5
$53.59
sewer charge. Once the evaluation period is
10
$85.49
computed, the average water usage during
that time period will determine your sewer
15
$115.54
rate change accordingly to the sewer rate
20
$145.59
table.
To the right is a brief sampling of the
25
$166.39
current sewer charges.

the town crier, official newsletter of the City of Ellis, is distributed quarterly (March, June,
September and December). Questions, comments or suggestions about the newsletter may
be directed to:

City Clerk’s Office
815 Jefferson
Ellis KS 67637

(785) 726-4812
www.ellis.ks.us
ellisclerk@eaglecom.net
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Welcome Our
New Police Officer!

While doing your yard work,
please remember that the City’s

BURN SITE

Submitted by Danielle Nelson, Police Officer

Hello Ellis! My name is Officer Danielle
Nelson and I’m excited for the opportunity
to introduce myself to you! My two children
and I moved to Ellis in early 2019 from
northeastern Ohio, where I was born
and have spent the majority of my life.
We feel blessed to have found the
community of Ellis to now call home. I
was certified and served as a law
enforcement officer in Ohio for four
years before taking a break from my
career to focus on my family. I’m looking
forward to meeting more of the Ellis
community, as well as the opportunity
to serve as an officer again.

Rabies Clinic a Success
Submitted by Toni Jensen, Clerk 1

The City of Ellis held its annual rabies clinic in the City shop on
February 12, 2022 where patrons could bring their dogs and cats to
be vaccinated. William Poland, DVM, of Big Creek Veterinary Service,
was on hand to conduct the clinic. Rabies, distemper and bordatella
vaccinations were offered.
In addition to the vaccinations, 2022 City dog tags were also
available for purchase. 11 customers took advantage of the event by
purchasing 17 immunizations and 19 dog tags.
CITY ORDINANCE requires any dog over six months of age to
be registered each year with the City. The registration year runs
from January 1st thru December 31st. It is simple to purchase a dog
tag, just bring a current certificate of rabies immunization to the
Clerk’s office. The tag fees are $5 for spayed/neutered dogs and $10
for intact dogs. Please note that tags purchased after February 28th
will be assessed a $2 per month penalty fee.
Residents are encouraged to stop by City Hall any time between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. to purchase tags. We appreciate
your support of the clinic!

MARCH
4
7
7-11
8
13
17
18
21
28

Municipal Court 8:00 am
City Council 7:30 pm
WEATHER AWARENESS
WEEK
State-wide Siren Test 10 am
Daylight Saving Time Begins
ST PATRICK’S DAY
Municipal Court 8:00 am
City Council 7:30 pm
Planning Comm 7:00 pm

accepts ONLY tree limbs,
branches and brush.

The Site does NOT accept grass, leaves, lumber,
or miscellaneous wooden items.

Automatic Bill
Pay Option
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

Are you tired of relying on the mail to get
your payment from your bank to its destination
before penalties? Worry no more!
The City of Ellis offers an option to pay your
utility bill automatically. By setting up an automatic
bill payment plan with the City, your monthly bill
will be electronically deducted from the checking
or savings account of your choice on the 10th of
each month (or the first working day following the
10th). Your payment will always be posted before
the 15th of the month, so you will never have to
worry about another penalty for your payment
arriving late.
You will still receive your utility billing statement
at the beginning of each month. The statement
will have “Do Not Pay - Auto Pay” printed on it as
a reminder you are signed up for the City’s
automatic bill pay option.
Another benefit to the City’s automatic bill
pay option is that there is no processing fee! So if
you haven’t already set up your utility account for
the City’s automatic bill pay option, visit our website
at www.ellis.ks.us > City Office > New Resident >
download the Automatic Bill Pay Form (PDF) and
return it to the Clerk’s office or stop by the Clerk’s
office to fill out a form.

MAY

APRIL

1
4
15
17
18
25

Municipal Court 8:00 am
Grass Pickup begins
City Council 7:30 pm
GOOD FRIDAY
City offices open
Municipal Court 8:00 am
EASTER
City Council 7:30 pm
Income Tax Filing Deadline
Planning Comm 7:00 pm

2
1-7
6
8
15-21
16
20
23
30
31

City Council 7:30 pm
MUNICIPAL CLERK’S WEEK
Municipal Court 8:00 am
MOTHER’S DAY
NAT’L POLICE WEEK
NAT’L PUBLIC WORKS WK
City Council 7:30 pm
Municipal Court 8:00 am
Planning Comm 7:00 pm
MEMORIAL DAY
City offices closed
Public Works Summer
Hours Begin
Swim Pool Opens
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Grass Pickup
Resumes
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

Starting April 4th, the grass route will be
run on Monday of each week, unless
the Monday is a designated City holiday.
(Consult the Holiday Trash Schedule
in this newsletter for the alternate pick
up day.)
Grass carts are available for $2.24 per month per
cart and billed from May to November. Call the City
Clerk’s office to request a grass cart.
The grass cart has a number that is assigned to
your house address when it is delivered. Please do
not move carts from one house to another. Also,
respect the homeowner who chooses to rent a
grass cart for their grass. Do not put your grass
clippings in someone else’s cart without their
permission. Perpetrators may be charged with theft
of service for doing so.
We ask that you put only GRASS in the carts
as it is fed to livestock. We will not pick up leaves
or branches in the grass carts, however, the City
built a compost pile area near the City’s shooting
range on the east end of town for you to take your
leaves to. See page four for more details about the
compost pile.
If you would like the City to pick up your bagged
leaves, put them in the TRASH carts to be hauled to
the landfill. We will not pick up bags or other items
left on the ground without a special pick up order.
If you have branches that need picked up, call
the Clerk’s office to schedule a special pickup.
Remember branches need to be bundled and cut
into 4-foot lengths.
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Bodycam Basics
Submitted by Avery Smith, Police Chief

Greetings, and Happy New Year to the citizens of Ellis!
Recently, you may have heard that Council approved the
purchase of new bodycam systems for the Police Department.
These new cameras are much more advanced than the ones that
were previously in use by the Ellis Police Department.
Bodycams are an essential tool in today’s day and age for
everyone in law enforcement. Bodycams provide a fair and unbiased
witness to an incident where law enforcement officers are summoned
for assistance; whether it be to investigate something as simple as
shoplifting or as serious as a domestic disturbance.
These cameras are crucial to the evidence gathering and interview
process that law enforcement goes through during an investigation.
The footage that comes from our bodycams is stored forever and
can be burned off onto DVD’s or USB drives and included as evidence
in a criminal trial.
I am eager to deploy these new systems to our officers and the
potential they have to enhance our investigations in the coming
future.

Get Answers to
Your Floodplain Questions
Submitted by Steve Homburg, Wastewater Plant Operator

Are you curious if a property is in the Special Flood Hazard
Area (SFHA)? Please contact the Public Works Department at
785-726-1741 or stop by the Public Works Director’s office at 815
Jefferson, Ellis, KS. We can check to see if a address
is in the SFHA. If the property is, we can visit with
you about what options are available for that
address, such as flood insurance, building
requirements, base flood elevation, as
well as ways to protect your property.

What are Building Permits?
Submitted by John Leiker, Public Works Director

A building permit is an official written authorization issued by a governing building department that allows the owner to
proceed with construction from an owners completed application for a building permit. The application for a building permit
will often require the owner to complete information on the proposed alterations or addition, the anticipated cost of the
work, survey of the property, as well as architectural plans detailing the proposed work and compliance with building code
and zoning requirements. Building permits are issued to ensure that the project’s approved plans
comply with local and state wide code requirements. These local and state wide codes seek to protect
the safety and welfare of the public at large.
How do you obtain a building permit?
Step One: Contact the Public Works Director, John Leiker, at 785-726-1741. Depending on the
scope of work anticipated, you may be required to submit your completed application, survey, and
architectural plans depicting the proposed work. You can usually confirm these requirements by
visiting our website (www.ellis.ks.us) and download the appropriate applications for the project.
Step Two: Prepare your permit application and be as specific as possible with what work is going
to be completed. Submit your application, architectural plans and permit/inspection fees to the Clerk’s office.
Step Three: Once approved and prior to starting work, be sure you have confirmed your homeowner’s/builder’s risk
insurance coverage is in place, and be sure to have obtained copies of your contractor’s license and insurance information.
Your contractor should provide you, in advance of performing any work, a copy of its Commercial General Liability insurance
coverage, as well as its Workers Comp coverage for your protection.
Step Four: As your work progresses, you will need to arrange for inspections to be performed on the various phases of
work completed, and obtain approval to proceed to further work. Typical inspections are performed for site location, on
completion of the foundation, framing, rough electrical, rough plumbing, insulation, when project is completed and possibly
others if needed. Public Works Department sign-offs will be required for each trade provided work, such as the plumbing
and electrical.
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Welcome Back!
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

We are super excited to welcome you back to our new swimming pool facility this year! The pool will officially open for
the season on May 31 st at 12:30 p.m. We will again offer pool parties, adult open swim, water aerobics and swimming
lessons! Rates for the 2022 season remain the same as prior years:

Daily Admission Fees

Swimming Lessons

5 and Under ............................................ Free
Age 6 - 12 ................................................ $1.50
Age 13 and over ..................................... $2.00
Open Adult Swim/Water Aerobics .. $3.00

$25.00 ... First Child in Immediate Family
$20.00 ... Second Child in Immediate Family
$15.00 ... Third Child & Subsequent Children in
Immediate Family
$20.00/hour…Private Lessons

Daily Swim Passes

Let’s make the
2022 Pool Season
a great one!

Age 6 - 12 ................. 15-day pass ......... $21.00
Age 6 - 12 ................. 30-day pass ......... $40.00
Age 13 and over ...... 15-day pass ......... $28.00
Age 13 and over ...... 30-day pass ......... $54.00

Pool Parties
Schedule your pool party during the following hours:

Sun-Thurs .. 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat ......... 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Fees ............. $75.00 without Slide/$100.00 with Pool Slide

Thank you for your support to keep a pool in our City! We can’t wait to see everyone!

Utility Bill Payments
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

We often receive questions about the timing of the utility
bills. The Public Works Department reads the water meters
around the 10th of each month. Bills for that usage are then
sent out on the 1st of the following month and become due
and payable at that time. For example, meters read on
March 10th include the usage from February 10th – March
10th and then billed out on the April 1st utility bill.
Bills must be paid on or before the 15th of the month to
avoid incurring a 10% penalty. If the 15th falls on a weekend,
bills will not be considered late as long as they are received
by the City by 8:00 a.m. on the next business day. Penalty
notices are sent out on the 16th of the month (or next business
day if on the weekend). If the utility bill remains unpaid
10 days after the penalty notice, utility services will be
disconnected for nonpayment and the resident must pay a
$60.00 reconnect fee plus their past due utility bill to receive
services again. However, residents can avoid disconnection
of services and the resulting fee by completing a valid
payment extension (hearing) PRIOR to disconnection.
For a payment extension, customers must appear at City
Hall by 8:30 a.m. the day of disconnects. Customers receive
THREE (3) payment extensions each calendar year.
Payments may be extended up to fourteen (14) days after
the day of shut-offs, regardless of when the agreement is
signed. Therefore, we encourage residents to NOT WAIT
until the day of utility shutoffs to complete your payment
agreement!
Please contact the City Clerk’s office if you have any
questions regarding your utility bill or payments.

Compost Pile
Submitted by John Leiker, Public Works Director

The City of Ellis has acquired permission from a local
farmer to dispose of grass clippings on their property.
Therefore, our grass route will run as usual starting April
4, 2022. Just remember to place only grass (no foreign
material, brush, mulch, twigs, etc.) in the grass carts.
On another note, the City is going to open a small
compost site on a trial basis beginning April 4, 2022. The
compost site will be open to the public near our shooting
range. This provides an option for the homeowner to
transport their yard and garden waste to the disposal site
rather than pay for a grass cart, which City employees
pick up on Monday’s grass route.
All yard and garden waste must be transported by the
homeowner in such a manner that will restrict loss of
blowing waste. Plastic bags are an acceptable means
for transporting yard and garden waste, however,
the waste must be removed from the
plastic bags or dumped from the
containers at the site. Persons
disposing of waste must collect
and remove all bags and containers
at the time of disposal. There will
be a trash cart at the site to place
your empty trash bags in.

Yard waste accepted at the compost site includes:
❖ Garden Waste ❖ Grass Clippings ❖ Mulch
❖ Leaves (not branches, shrubs or twigs)
❖ Straw/Pampas Grass (must be cut in three foot lengths)

HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE
Monday, May 30
Tuesday, May 31

NO trash or grass pickup on MEMORIAL DAY
Monday and Tuesday trash and grass routes will be run
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Be Prepared
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter

The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department has a
bit of great news to share with the community.
The Department has a FULL roster of 20
volunteer fire fighters to serve the City of
Ellis! As soon as the weather cooperates,
we are excited to get back to
outdoor trainings with our
new volunteers.
December 15, 2021
is a date we all will
remember. In light of
that, we want to encourage you to be
prepared, not only
for fires but also for
the upcoming spring
storm season. You may be asking yourself, it
sounds good to get prepared but where do
I start?
❖ Make a plan. For fires, have a plan that
creates two exits out of every room in the
house. For storm season, plan where you go
and when you leave to get to your safe area.
Your plans should include everyone, and
everyone should be included when making
plans. Don’t forget your pets and the safe box
where your important documents are kept!
❖ Meet at the spot. Your meeting location
needs to be far enough away from the structure
for safety, but close enough that everyone can
make it.
❖ Create an emergency communication
plan. An emergency communication plan
establishes who to contact if family members
get split up.
❖ Install smoke detectors and weather
radios. Smoke detectors should be installed
on every floor of the home and outside each
sleeping area at a minimum. Test them
monthly, change batteries annually, and make
sure everyone knows how they sound. Weather
radios should be tuned to your area and when
the alarm is sounded, leave immediately and
go to your safe area.
❖ Practice makes perfect. Practice your
escape routes at least twice a year. Practice
fire and storm routes until everyone can make
it to the meeting spot in two minutes or less.

City code prohibits
Vegetation watering between
the hours of Noon to
7:00 p.m. year round.

the town crier

Page 5

ELLIS
RECYCLING
CENTER



HOURS



Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri &
1st and 3rd Sat
8:30 to 11:30 AM
Wednesday 3:00 to 7:00 PM

Local Government
Day 2022
Submitted by David McDaniel, Mayor

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 was Local Government Day at the
State Capital in Topeka, Kansas. This event is sponsored each year
in January by the League of Kansas Municipalities and the Kansas
Association of Counties. The event is a way for local elected government
officials to meet in person with the Senators and Representatives
from their respective areas to visit about issues important to their
communities.
The City of Ellis was represented by City Council representatives
Jolene Niernberger, John Walz and Mayor David McDaniel. Mayor
McDaniel is the President of the League
Governing Body.
Meetings were held with Senator Rick
Billinger, Representative Ken Rahjes and
Representative Barbara Wasinger in the
morning at the Capital. Representative
Rahjes invited us to sit in on the redistricting
vote that took place that morning.
The afternoon activities included the League of Kansas Municipalities
recognition and awards to the students submitting essays entitled “My
City My Home.” This is a yearly essay contest sponsored by the
League to engage young people in local government. Submissions
came from all of the regions of the state. A young lady from Quinter
was the contest winner.
The League was joined by the Kansas
Association of Counties Members for the
addresses by Governor Laura Kelly,
Attorney General Derek Schmidt and a
panel of legislative leaders. They updated
us on current legislative issues in the
state of Kansas.
A reception was held in the evening for all legislators and city and
county officials. Approximately 230 people for across the state attended
the day’s events.

Summer Help Wanted!
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

The City is currently accepting applications for summer
help at the NEW Swimming Pool! We are looking for
mature, responsible, reliable and energetic individuals
to work as lifeguards and pool house attendants!
Applicants must be at least 16 years of
age and have transportation available.
Please stop by the City office at 815 Jefferson
Street for a complete job description and
application! We are excited to welcome
everyone back for a great summer!
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Meet Our New
Clerk’s Office Staff

City of Ellis

VISION STATEMENT

Submitted by Verda Flinn,
Assistant City Clerk

We would like to welcome our new staff
in the Clerk’s office! Danielle Schaus
and Toni Jensen began their positions in
December 2021.
Danielle filled our part-time position and
is busy answering the phone and helping
customers at the front desk.
Toni Jensen accepted the Clerk I/Municipal
Court Clerk position, in which Margie
Mickelson recently retired from.
Welcome ladies!
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A truly unique Kansas community, Ellis celebrates its rich heritage
of friendly people that value family and strong work ethics
while actively promoting quality education and public services.

Election Filing Deadline
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

Have you ever thought about serving in your local government? Do
you desire to become more involved in the decisions affecting our town? If
so, then consider filing for election as a Governing Body member! This
November, local voters will head to the polls to elect three Council members.
The positions are currently held by Council members Kellie Crnkovich,
Martin LaBarge and Jolene Niernberger. Here is what you need to know
to get your name on the November ballot:
 The candidate filing deadline is NOON on June 1st.
 Candidates must file their Declaration of Intent with the County
Clerk’s office in Hays.
 Pay the filing fee of $20.00.

Toni Jensen

Danielle Schaus

Completing the above will ensure that your name is on November
ballot. Don’t rely on the chance of a write-in vote; make sure you properly
file as a candidate!

To all persons decorating graves at

Mount Hope Cemetery
The Cemetery maintenance personnel will begin trimming
and mowing soon. If you wish to retain any decorations that
are not permanently mounted,
please remove those decorations by

Cemetery Decorating
Regulations
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

Per Ordinance 1402:
Toys, boxes, banners, balloons, alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverage containers meant as decorations,
shells, objects made of glass, wood, tin, porcelain or
clay, baskets, and unapproved containers will not be
After that date, the maintenance personnel will discard
permitted as long-term grave decorations, and when
them without any further notice as part
used, will be removed without notice.
of the spring cleanup process.
No permanent urns, decorations, ornaments,
If you have any questions, please contact the
organizational emblems, or embellishments such as
decorative statues, or decorative stones shall be
Public Works Department
permitted on or around a grave space, unless they
785.726.4741
785.726.1741
are permanently anchored in a concrete foundation
ellispw@eaglecom.net
that is aligned with the monument foundation; provided
that the total foundation, including monument and
decorative item does not exceed the maximum
foundation length allowed.
Flowers, wreaths, and other temporary decorations will be permitted during the grass-mowing season (April 1 until
October 31) provided they must be placed in an approved permanent receptacle or hung from an approved shepherd’s
hook which shall not exceed forty-eight (48) inches in height on regular grave spaces.
Artificial and fresh flowers, wreaths, and other temporary decorations are permitted for Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s
Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, Independence Day, Veteran’s Day, and Christmas Day with seven (7) days allowed
before the holiday for decorating and seven (7) days after for pickup of decorations. All decorations shall be placed within
six (6) inches of the memorial marker and secured in a manner that they will not become dislodged or scattered by the
winds. No holes may be dug in and around a grave to support flower vases or any other type of container. After the
designated decoration time, all decorations not in approved permanent containers will be removed by the City.

MAY 9, 2022

Thank you for your cooperation.

City of Ellis

MISSION STATEMENT

The City of Ellis efficiently promotes infrastructure and beautification
programs, supporting community growth while preserving its intrinsic small town charm.

