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Fire Safety in the Winter 
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter 

 There’s been a noticeable dip in the temperatures lately, and that 
means that winter is on its way. While many of us wait not-so-patiently 
for the snow to fly, there is no waiting when it comes to winter-time fire 
safety. Keep these simple tips in mind as the weather begins to 
change.  
 Portable generators and grills are for outdoor use only. If you must 
use a generator, keep it as far away from the house as 
possible to keep out any fumes. Even though they smell 
wonderful, do not use outdoor grills in your home. Keep 
them outside and grill up a tasty meal for you and the 
family. Finally, the stove is for cooking, not heating.   
 One safety monitor you should check monthly 
is a carbon monoxide detector. Put the CO Detector 
on the same battery rotation as your smoke 
detectors. When we “fall back” and “spring 
forward,” make sure checking and changing 
batteries is high on your list of to-dos for the 
upcoming season.  
 When the cold really sets in and you need a supplemental heating 
device, like a space heater, make sure there is only one heat producing 
appliance plugged in to an electrical outlet at a time. Don’t use extension 
cords with space heaters. Extension cords are only temporary and 
should not be used as a permanent outlet.   
 Every year, have a qualified professional check and clean your 
chimney and vents. When you clean the fireplace, store cold ashes in 
a tightly covered metal container at least 10’ away from your home or 
any outbuildings.   
 With these simple tips, we can put the freeze on winter fires. All of 
us at the Ellis Volunteer Fire Department wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 

 The City is looking for an area farmer that would be willing to take 
the weekly grass collections from April through October. Each year, the 
City diverts an average of 145 tons of grass clippings from the County 
Landfill, resulting in a savings to the City of almost $10,000.00! If the City 
is unable to find a farmer willing to take the grass, that cost will need to be 
absorbed into the operation of the Sanitation utility, which could eventually 
lead to higher rates passed on to customers.   
 Also, customers currently enjoy the convenience of placing their 
loose grass clippings in their grass cart, which rent for $2.24 per 
month. If the City has to take the grass to the County Landfill,  
residents will be required to bag their grass clippings to place in their 
TRASH cart. Residents may need to rent additional trash carts at a 
cost of $9.01 per month to replace their less expensive grass carts. If 
you know of someone that might be interested in the annual grass 
clippings, please have them contact the City office. The grass is  
offered on a first come, first served basis. 

Farmers Needed! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 
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We Did It! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

City of Ellis 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

A truly unique Kansas community,  
Ellis celebrates its rich heritage of friendly  
people that value family and strong work  
ethics while actively promoting quality  

education and public services. 

 

Celebrating a Community! 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

 During 2021, the City conducted a Low-to-Moderate Income (LMI) 

survey in order to become eligible for Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) funding. At the time of our September newsletter, 

we had not received official notification about our survey results. 

Since then, we are excited to announce that our grant administrator 

at Northwest Kansas Planning & Development Commission has 

determined that the City of Ellis has met the 51% LMI grant 

eligibility requirements in order to apply for grant funds through 

the Department of Commerce CDBG program.  

 The City would like to thank everyone who participated in the 

LMI survey. Your participation will allow the City to apply for 

FREE grant funds to help improve our community! Plus, we are 

now eligible to apply for CDBG funding until the survey expires 

with the next U.S. Census. The City hopes to utilize future grant funds 

for additional water, street, and sewer infrastructure improvements. 

City staff continues to work hard to explore grant opportunities to 

reduce the tax burden to citizens. Again, thank you for participating 

in the LMI Survey process and thank you for supporting our 

GREAT community! 

 3 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 6 City Council  7:30 pm 
  (Elected Officials Sworn In) 
 17 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 20 City Council  7:30 pm 
 23 Christmas Eve Holiday 
     City offices closed 
 24 Christmas Day Holiday 
     City offices closed 
 31 New Year’s Holiday 
     City offices closed 

  
 
 
 
 
 3 City Council  7:30 pm 
 7 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 17 City Council  7:30 pm 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 21 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 24 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

 4 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 7 City Council  7:30 pm 
 12 Rabies Clinic 10:30 am 
 14 Valentine’s Day 
 18 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 21 President’s Day 
  City Council  7:30 pm 
 28 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY 

 A community is about the people who live in and 
around us coming together as one to accomplish a 
goal. One look around town these past couple of 
years, one will see a community that has came 
together to accomplish many goals. A campground 
expansion was completed, the Railroad Museum 
has seen many improvements, a new swimming 
pool was built, wayfinder signage will be installed 
soon and the Chrysler Boyhood Home will be 
receiving a makeover. With minimal fundraisers 
due to COVID, donating and grants have became 
the main source of funding to help accomplish 
these projects. As one can see, there is a common 
theme - people willing to volunteer their valuable 
time and donate towards a project they believe in. 
Seeing residents, businesses and children helping 
our community grow is part of what makes our 
community a wonderful place to raise a family.   
 With that thought in mind, as we sit down this 
holiday season to share a meal with family and 
friends, remember to reflect on the things we are 
grateful for in our lives and our community. 

Legal Beagle 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Dog tags are due January 1
st
. Proof of current rabies vaccinations 

is required at the time of application for the tag(s). Dog tags may 

be purchased through February 28, 2022 without penalty. 

Tags for spayed or neutered dogs are 

$5.00 each and tags for intact dogs 

are $10.00 each. After February 28, 

2022, a penalty of $2.00 per month 

will be assessed on each dog tag that 

is purchased late. In the event a current 

year tag is lost, a duplicate tag may be 

purchased for $1.00. 

Aside from complying with City code, having 

a current city dog tag ensures that every effort 

will be made to locate the owner of an animal 

that may have run away from home.  
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 On January 14, 2022, long-time employee 
Margie Mickelson will retire after 18 ½ years 
of service. Margie began her career in local 
government on May 12, 2003 in the Clerk I 
position. Over the years, Margie has been a 
valuable resource in assisting customers with 
cemetery needs, utility questions, building 
permits and general City questions. Margie 
has served as the Ellis Municipal Court Clerk 
and also performs all accounts payable functions. 
For many years, Margie has assisted with 
the annual Rabies Clinic, and she was a 
huge help during the LMI Survey campaign 
both in 2013 and 2021. She also currently 
serves as the president of the City’s Safety 
Committee. We will certainly miss her dedication 
to the City of Ellis.  
 Margie looks forward to spending more 
time with her grandchildren during her 
retirement. We wish her the best of luck in 
her new journey! 

Submitted by  
Amy Burton, City Clerk 

UTV Renewal 
Submitted by Verda Flinn,  

Assistant City Clerk 

 It is time to renew your 
UTV tag with the City of 
Ellis. 2021 tags will expire 
December 31, 2021. To 
stay in compliance with 
UTV Ordinance No. 1450, 
schedule an appointment 
with the Ellis Police 
Department to have 
your UTV inspected. 
Once inspection is completed, bring the inspection 
forms, proof of ownership, insurance and driver’s 
license to the Ellis Clerk’s office to renew your 
UTV tag. The yearly fee to register or renew a 
UTV is $50.00. To view the ordinance, visit 
our Ellis City Government website at https://
ellis.ks.us and go to City Office > City 
Government. Then scroll to the bottom of the 
page and select Download UTV Ordinance 
No. 1450. 

City of Ellis   MISSION STATEMENT        
The City of Ellis efficiently promotes  

infrastructure and beautification  

programs, supporting community 

growth while preserving its intrinsic 

small town charm. 

Show Me the Money! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

City Code states each customer’s sewer charge must be reviewed 
annually and adjusted if necessary with the April 1st billing. The Code 
states that a monthly average of the water used between the December 
meter reading and the March meter reading 
is computed, and that average is then 
applied to a sewer rate table. The resulting 
sewer charge will remain in effect for the 
next 12 months starting with the April 1st 
billing. Meters are read around the 10th of 
each month.  

New customers will be charged the minimum 
rate as set by ordinance (currently $25.39) 
until they have established usage during the 
entire three-month evaluation period. 
Once the evaluation period is completed, 
the average water usage during that time 
period will determine your sewer rate charge 
according to the sewer rate table.  

To the right is a brief sampling of the 
current sewer charges.  

 

Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

 thousands  
 of gallons of  monthly  
 water used sewer charge 
 

 1 $25.79  

 2 $26.19  

 3 $26.59  

 4 $38.99  

 5 $53.59 
  

 10 $85.49  

 15 $115.54  
  

 20 $145.59  

 25 $166.39  

Annual Sewer Rate Evaluation Period 

Help Wanted! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 The Ellis Police Department applied for a grant to help offset the 
cost of a bulletproof vest for one of our officers. The Department recently 
received notification that the City is the recipient of the Patrick Leahy 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership award. The award reimburses a portion of 
the cost to purchase armored vests for officers. The City of Ellis will 
receive $468.59 under the award!  

 On November 22, 2021, Sergeant Avery 
Smith was named interim Police Chief following 
the resignation of Chief Christopher Krom. The 
City will accept applications for Police Chief until 
December 15, 2021. The City is also accepting 
applications for Patrol Officers. For application 
packets and a full list of employment benefits, 
please contact the City Clerk’s office or visit our 
website at www.ellis.ks.us.       

Seeking Volunteers 
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter 

The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department is accepting applications. If 
interested, please email ellisfire@eaglecom.net.  

FIRES 
DON’T WAIT, 
NEITHER SHOULD 

YOU VOLUNTEER TODAY! 

http://www.ellis.ks.us
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HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE 
 

 Wednesday, December 22 Wednesday and Thursday trash routes will be run   

 Thursday, December 23 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

 Friday, December 24 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

 Monday, December 27 Friday and Monday trash routes will be run   
  

 Thursday, December 30 Thursday and Friday trash routes will be run   

 Friday, December 31 NO trash pickup - City Closed for Holiday 

    Parts of the City of Ellis are in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). These areas are susceptible to flooding from Big 
Creek or the tributaries of Big Creek. If you live in the SHFA, flood insurance is a good investment. To see if your house is 
protected from flooding, contact your insurance agent. For renters and home owners, contents insurance is available for 
flooding. There is a 30 day waiting period for the policy to take effect, so waiting for a flood to occur, then buying a policy 
will not work. 
    If there is water running across a street or road, Turn Around, Don’t Drown is a message that could save your life. 
    It is a good idea to store any valuable records and possessions in a water tight container. 
    Always check at the Public Works Office before any building or improvements are started to see if you need a building 
permit and a floodplain permit. 
    Keeping trees and other brush cleared in the natural drainage of the town keeps the water flowing and stops it from 
backing up and causing a rise in the water level. 

Flooding in Ellis 
Submitted by Steve Homburg, Wastewater Plant Operator 

The City of Ellis will hold its 11th 
annual rabies clinic on Saturday, 
February 12, 2022 from 10:30 a.m. 
until Noon. Patrons can bring their 
dogs and cats to the back of the City 
building to be vaccinated. Brandon 
Weidenhaft, DVM, from Big Creek 
Veterinary Services graciously agreed 
to conduct the clinic along with the 
help of Mark Augustine.   

City staff will be present through-
out the event to collect the fees and 
also sell 2022 city dog tags. 

Rabies Clinic 
Submitted by  

Margie Mickelson, Clerk I 

Fees: 
Rabies - dog/cat  $20 

Distemper - dog/cat $25 
Bordetella (kennel cough) - dog  $15     

While doing your yard work,  
please remember that the City’s  

BURN SITE 
accepts ONLY tree limbs, 

branches and brush. 
The Site does NOT accept grass, leaves, lumber,  

or miscellaneous wooden items. 

   HOURS     

 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri &  
1st and 3rd Sat     
8:30 to 11:30 AM 

Wednesday  3:00 to 7:00 PM 

ELLIS 
RECYCLING  

CENTER 

League Legislative Dinner 
Submitted by David McDaniel, Mayor 

      On November 10, 2021, the City of Ellis 
in cooperation with the League of Kansas 
Municipalities hosted the League Legislative 
Dinner in Ellis. These gatherings in each region 
across the state allow area elected officials to 
meet face to face with the people that go to 
Topeka and represent us as individuals and 

cities. Approximately 35 people from cities and counties as far away as 
Colby attended. 
 Representatives Barbara Wasinger and Ken Rahjes, and Senator 
Rick Billinger attended and shared their insights as to what will be 
addressed at the Capital in this legislative session. Prior to the dinner, 
the League of Kansas Municipalities representatives presented a 
Government 101 Class covering forms of government, classes of cities 
and basic municipal operations.  
 They shared information on how 
the League will represent the cities of 
Kansas on important issues at the 
State House.  
 All six Ellis City Council Members 

and Mayor attended this session and 

enjoyed sharing thoughts and questions 

with those in attendance.      



     While driving down I-70, 
one might notice some new 
billboard designs for Ellis. 
The Chamber repaired two 
of their billboards along I-70 
and offered the Tourism 
Committee the opportunity to 
utilize them. Over the course 
of the summer, the Tourism 

Committee had been working on wraps to promote the museums 
in our community. In October, the wraps were installed, one 
east of town and one west of town. 
 We would like to thank Alex Begler, Guy Windholz and 
Karen Day for providing the photos used on the billboards. 

 A total of 39.33 TONS of refuse 
was hauled off during the annual 
City-wide cleanup week starting 
October 4, 2021. There was 2.79 
less tons collected this year than last 
year. When you take out the con-
struction/demolition items, the City paid $1,540.50 to Ellis 
County for the refuse collected during the clean-up. 
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Visit Ellis Museums! 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Tourism Committee 

 These so-called “flushable” wipes do not break down in 
sewers and can cause sewage blockages and backups that 
overflow onto streets and homes. SSO’s or Sanitary Sewer 

Overflows are required by law to be reported to KDHE. 
Overflows pose enormous environmental and 

public health hazards. Further, flushed 
wipes also cause major damage at 
wastewater treatment facilities that can cost 

hundreds of thousands of dollars to repair. 
Disposable wipes, even those labeled “flushable”, 

are a problem for all wastewater collection and treatment facilities. 
Significantly more maintenance work is required to remove 
wipes from sewer pipes, pumps, and treatment plant equipment. 
  The problems in the sewer system are caused by the 
flushing of products that don’t properly break apart in the sewer 
system, products such as baby wipes, personal care wipes, 
paper towels, and feminine care products. These products are 
sometimes disposed of in toilets because of how and where 
they are used. They then plug up the sewer main causing 
SSO’s, which leads to sewage backup’s into basements and 
houses. If they make it through the sewer mains to a pump, 
they can then plug up the pump causing the pump to fail causing 
the system to backup and enter basements and houses. 
 So please in the future try to remember to place the flushable 
wipes in the trash to reduce expenditures to your utility rate. 

 On November 2
nd

, voters headed to the polls to 
elect individuals for our local government. The positions 
up for election included the Mayor, City Treasurer, and 
three Council seats.  Those seats are currently held by 
Mayor David McDaniel, Treasurer Faith Scheck, and 
Council members Devin Henderson, Tricia Pritchett, 
and John Walz. All candidates sought re-election and 
none ran opposed. After the polls closed and the votes 
were tallied, the County Election Officer released the 
following unofficial election results: 
 
 Mayor: City Treasurer: 
 David McDaniel - 136 Faith Scheck – 163  
 Write-In Totals – 14 
 
 Council members: 
 John Walz - 144 
 Devin Henderson - 139 
 Tricia Pritchett – 138 
 Write-In Totals - 6 
  
 All of the newly elected will be sworn into office at 
the December 6, 2021 Council meeting. Please join 
me in congratulating David, Faith, John, Devin, and 
Tricia in their election win! 

And the Winners are... 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

Service Awards 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Loyal and dedicated employees form the foundation 
of every city with a strong, progressive government. 
In today’s mobile society, where frequent job transitions 
are considered the norm, long-term employees are a 
rare and valuable asset. The pride and devotion 
shown by these men and women in their jobs is an 
important factor in making Kansas communities a 
better place to live.   

In order to promote interest in good government 
and to command faithful and effective public service 
by the officers and employees of the City of Ellis, in 1964 
the Governing Body began the practice of recognizing 
city employees for continuous public service.  

Fifty-seven years later, the tradition of recognizing 
dedicated employees continues. Six service awards 
were presented at the October 18, 2021 City Council 
meeting by Mayor David McDaniel. 

 Pictured from left to right: Avery Smith, 
Travis Roland, Jacob Schartz,  
Christopher Krom and Steven 

Homburg. Not present was Verda Flinn. 

Public Works  
Steven Homburg 20 years  
Jacob Schartz 10 years  
Travis Roland 5 years  

Police 
Christopher Krom 10 years 
Avery Smith 5 years 

Clerk’s Office 
Verda Flinn 5 years 

City-Wide Cleanup 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Flushable Wipes 
Submitted by Steve Homburg,  

Wastewater Plant Operator 
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Anniversary Recognition 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

Preparing for the Snow 
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

 Whether it’s a sidewalk or the street, there are things 
you need to keep in mind when winter weather strikes. 

Property owners must see that the sidewalks around 
their property are clear of all snow and ice accumulations.  
If the compaction of snow or ice makes it practically 
impossible to remove the snow/ice, the property owner 
must sprinkle salt, ashes, sand or other similar materials to 
make the sidewalk reasonably safe for pedestrian travel.  
City Code states that the removal of ice or snow from the 
sidewalks should be completed within twelve hours after 
the end of the storm causing the accumulation.  If the storm 
occurred during the nighttime, then the property owner 
must clear the sidewalks within twelve hours after sunrise.  

When snowfall is predicted, please remove vehicles 
from the primary snow removal routes.  It’s important that 
the City crew be able to clean essential roadways as 
quickly as possible.  If you cannot park your vehicles off 
the street or in a driveway, please park them on the 
NORTH or EAST side of the street.  That way City crews 
will be able to quickly remove the snow from the main 
streets.   Once the City crew has bladed the snow routes, 
the south and west side of the streets will provide clear 
parking.   

The City crew will then begin removing snow from the 
side streets.  City crews will blade each side street only 
once.  AFTER the City snow plows have been past your 
house, please throw any snow you scoop ONTO YOUR 
LAWN.  Throwing it into the streets where vehicles must then 
drive over it creates large icy bumps which cannot be removed, even with the City’s big equipment.  

Also remember that letter carriers need clear access to mailboxes.  Unsafe conditions such as unshoveled snow, icy 
sidewalks, or large amounts of snow blocking mailboxes can delay or even prevent mail delivery.  Mail carriers are instructed 
to refrain from delivering to locations they deem too hazardous. 

 Our employees are the 
heart of our organization. We 
could not provide you the service 
you expect without them. Our 
employees work very hard to 
make sure you are provided 

clean water, public safety, trash 
services, fire protection, adminis-

trative services, beautiful parks, 
safe roads, and much more! We’d like 

to recognize those employees who recently celebrated 
anniversaries with the City! Thank you for your dedication! 
 

 Wesley James, Assistant Fire Chief – 17 years 

 Brandon Pfeifer, Fire Captain – 13 years 

 Amy Burton, City Clerk – 9 years 

 Shaun Burd, Volunteer Firefighter – 7 years 

 Monte Boydston, Volunteer Firefighter – 7 years 

 Ronald Julian, Volunteer Firefighter – 6 years 

 Brad Deines, Volunteer Firefighter – 4 years 

 Dean Yanda, Public Works – 2 years 

 Greg Cochrane, Public Works – 2 years 

 Jake Romey, Volunteer Firefighter – 1 year 

 Hillary Newell, Volunteer Firefighter – 1 year 

 Kody Niblock, Volunteer Firefighter – 1 year 

2021 League of Kansas  
Municipalities Conference 

Submitted by David McDaniel, Mayor 

 The League of Kansas Municipalities Annual Conference 
was held in Topeka, Kansas October 9-11, 2021. Mayor 
McDaniel, City Clerk Amy Burton and Councilwoman Jolene 
Niernberger attended the conference entitled “The Art of Cities”. 
The event was held in person and approximately 270 people 
from the 625 cities around the state were in attendance. 
 This yearly event held each October encompasses 
workshops and educational classes, plus a trade show 
featuring vendors which showcase products and equipment 
useful in city operations. 
 The Keynote Speaker was Sam Glenn. His presentation 
was “Living What Matters Most: Reset*Reconnect*Rekindle”. 
The room was electrified with his dynamic presentation. 
 Interesting educational topics highlighted in the three day 
event included rural housing, sales tax uses, issues affecting 
new census numbers, social media strategies, infrastructure 
and economic development just to name a few.  
 The end of the conference on Monday included the 
business meeting, a report from the Nominating Committee 
and Convention of Voting Delegates. These appointed officials 
from member cities vote to recognize and ratify the 2022 
League Legislative Policies. 
 The value of networking and sharing ideas with members 
of other cities is always considered an important result of any 
event.  


