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the town crier, official newsletter of the City of Ellis, is distributed quarterly (March, June, 
September and December).  Questions, comments or suggestions about the newsletter may 
be directed to:      

City Clerk’s Office         (785) 726-4812   
815 Jefferson               www.ellis.ks.us 
Ellis KS 67637       ellisclerk@eaglecom.net 

Beginning Tuesday, June 1st,  

the Public Works Department  

will begin working summer hours 

from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

2022 Budget Preparation 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 It seems crazy that it is once again time to think about preparing 
the City’s next financial budget. The budget is important because it 
gives the City authority to spend. Without an approved budget, the 
City wouldn’t have the authority to pay for repairs, personnel, utilities, 
maintenance, equipment, etc.  In the coming months, Council will 
once again take on the task of determining the next year ’s funding 
priorities for the City. Numerous equipment items in the Public Works 
Department are well past their life expectancy, and many of the City’s 
buildings need maintenance items completed.   
 Council will begin the budget process by reviewing the City’s Capital 
Improvement Plan, which provides a 5-year projection of funding 
needs for numerous capital items such as equipment purchases, 
significant maintenance projects, construction, etc. As you experience 
an increase in your monthly personal expenses, the City experiences 
those same cost increases also. The Council works hard to make 
sure your tax dollars are used wisely. During the budget process, 
Council sometimes has to consider hard decisions, such as having to 
forgo certain services or increasing fees for those services. All of 
these situations, and many more, are closely evaluated each year 
during the budget process.   
 On the legislative side, Governor Kelly recently signed Senate Bill 
13 into law. The “Tax Transparency Act” prohibits a city from levying a 
single dollar more than the prior year without a Revenue Neutral Rate 
hearing. If the City does not hold this hearing and the actual assessed 
valuation varies greatly from the estimated assessed valuation, the 
City would be required to refund every dollar received in excess of the 
revenue neutral rate. This could result in the City issuing hundreds of 
checks for pennies to dollars. The State Office of Accounts and Reports 
and the Kansas League of Municipalities highly recommend that cities 
hold this revenue neutral rate hearing to protect against the costly 
process of issuing hundreds of small checks to property taxpayers, all 
due to a valuation calculation that the City has no control over. Cities 
are allowed to hold this special hearing on the same night as the 
annual Budget Hearing. My goal this year will be to again propose a 
budget to Council that will use our tax dollars efficiently and effectively. 
The budget process is very time consuming - City staff and Council 
spend many hours getting all the pieces to fit together. However, the 
City’s goal in the end is to approve a budget that will allow the same 
level of services, while trying to maintain a balance between fees 
charged and expenditures for operation. Please stay tuned for the 
September issue of the Town Crier for details of the approved 2022 budget.   

Our Office  
will be closed  

July 5th 
in observance of 

Independence 
Day 
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Let’s Go Swimming! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

 The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department will see two of their brothers, 
Dustin Mattheyer and Austin McGuire, step down from service. Dustin 
will remain active on the Ellis County Fire Department, but after 20 
years with the City of Ellis he’s decided to take his retirement. Austin 
joined the department as a Junior Firefighter while in Ellis High 
School. He recently graduated and decided to pursue a career with 
the United States Air Force. Thank you both for your service to the 
City of Ellis, and thank you Austin, for your service to our country. 
 As many groups in our community know, partnering together 
makes projects more doable. The EFD and Ellis Jr. Free Fair Board 
have combined forces to construct a new 25’ x 50’ shade structure 
near the arena on the fairgrounds. The project was given a boost by 
two local companies. Hess Ready Mix Concrete donated concrete for 
the slab poured in late April, and Morgan Brothers Construction donated 
the use of tools and manpower for the project. 
 The EFD applied for, and received, a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Ellis, but more money is needed, especially with the 
unexpected rise in the cost of materials. A fund has been created at 
the Community Foundation of Ellis to receive tax-deductible donations 
for the shade structure project. Donations can be dropped off or 
mailed to the Community Foundation of Ellis, 820 Washington, Ellis, 
KS 67637. 
 Last, but certainly not least, both the Ellis City Fire and Ellis County 
are still looking for men and women to serve our great community. If 
you’d like to learn about our department and what we do, contact 
Chief Dustin Vine at D & B Body Shop.  

A Way to Serve Your Community 
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter 

 Thanks to the support of our residents, friends of the pool, and many successful grant applications, our project is now 
complete!  We are super excited to welcome you to our new facility! We hope to open on June 1

st
 at 12:30 p.m., weather 

and staff permitting.  Watch for pool closing information on the City of Ellis’ Facebook page! We also have information about  
  pool fees and the pool party reservation form on the City ’s website  
  at www.ellis.ks.us. Hours of Operation 

Every Day ........... 12:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Mon & Wed ....... 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m 

 Adult Open Swim & Water Aerobics 

Swimming Lessons 
Must be Age 5 or Older (as of June 1st) 
1st Session 

June 28 – July 9 Mon-Fri 10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 

   11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. 

2nd Session 

July 12 – July 23 Mon-Fri 10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 

   11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. 
 

Cost per Session for All Levels (I thru VI): 

Sign ups will be at the pool. Sessions must be paid  
for at the same time in order to receive the discount. 
$25.00 First Child in Immediate Family 

$20.00 Second Child in Immediate Family 

$15.00 Third Child & Subsequent Children  

 in Immediate Family 

Daily Admission Fees 
5 and Under ..................................................... Free 

Age 6 - 12 ......................................................... $1.50 

Age 13 and over ............................................. $2.00 

Open Adult Swim/Water Aerobics ........... $3.00 

Daily Swim Passes 
Age 6 - 12 ................. 15-day pass ......... $21.00 

Age 6 - 12 ................. 30-day pass ......... $40.00 

Age 13 and over ...... 15-day pass ......... $28.00 

Age 13 and over ...... 30-day pass ......... $54.00 

 Please contact the Pool Staff at 785-726-3130 to sign up for swimming lessons, to purchase pool passes, or schedule 
a pool party. There is something for everyone at the NEW Ellis Municipal Swimming Pool!    

Pool Parties 
Did you know we also offer pool parties? For only $75.00 you can hold a private 
pool party! If you wish to have access to the pool slide, the fee is $100.00. 
Schedule your pool party during the following hours: 

Sun-Thurs ...... 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Fri-Sat.............. 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Lakeside Campground 
Submitted by Verda Flinn,  
Campground Committee 

 The Campground Committee is excited to 
announce the City received notification in April 
of a grant award for materials made from recycled 
tires funded in part by a Waste Tire Management 
Grant from the Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment. The City was awarded 
$6,656.50, which is a 50/50 match. The City 
purchased a total of 16 picnic tables, with one 
being ADA compliant, and a bench to be placed 
in the original campground area.  
 The Public Works Department has been 
busy preparing the campground for the season. 
They painted a crosswalk on the street and put 
up pedestrian crossing signs south of the bath 
house. Please be mindful of people crossing the 
street to get to other areas of the campground.  
 In the next few weeks, campground receipt 
holders will be installed on each site marker 
post. When a patron pays, they will insert their 
receipt into the holder to show they paid for their 
site. City staff will check the slots to make sure 
the receipt matches the vehicle or camper staying 
in the site and is current with camping fees. We 
would like to remind everyone the pull through 
sites are for paying customers, not parking just 
to go fishing or charge your vehicle. 
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Developing in the Floodplain 
Submitted by Steve Homburg, Waste Water Operator 

Last Call! 
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 

Mow Violations 

      Spring has come once again. We 
have enjoyed some nice rain showers. 
Things have greened up nicely, but 
along with the beauty of blooming 
flowers and green grass comes the sound 
of lawn mowers and weed eaters. 

 The City of Ellis appreciates all the time and effort folks put into keeping 
their lawns maintained and attractive. We also realize some people have a 
hard time staying on top of their mowing and weed eating. This is unfortunate, 
tall grass and weeds are not only unattractive, they can also be a health 
hazard as it is can harbor snakes and rodents and become a fire hazard in 
dry times. For this reason, the City has a code designated to alleviate this 
problem. City Codes 8-401 through 8-407 and City Ordinances 1428 and 
1429 state that if weeds or grass reach a height of 12” or more, the City may 
be forced to issue a mow violation. After the violation is received, the property 
owner has 10 days to mow and weed eat. If not completed before the 10 
days has expired, the Public Works Department will be forced to take care 
of that property at the home owners expense. The minimum fee for this service 
is $100.00. 
 I can assure you the Public Works Department takes no pleasure in being 
forced to send out mowing violations, and I can further assure you that we 
do not enjoy, or have time to mow citizens properties. We understand that 
some people are not as able as others to take care of their yards, but there 
are lawn services available in town. Thanks again for everyone’s efforts to 
keep Ellis beautiful! 

Seeking Volunteers 
Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter 

The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department is accepting applications. If 
interested, please email ellisfire@eaglecom.net.  

FIRES 
DON’T WAIT, 
NEITHER SHOULD 

YOU VOLUNTEER TODAY! 

 As you know by now, the City is in 
the middle of surveying residents for 
grant opportunities through the Kansas 
Department of Commerce Community 
Development Block Grant program. 
Surveys have been sent through the 
mail to every residential address in 

Ellis. If we have not received the 
survey back for your residential 
address by June 15, 2021, City 
officials and staff will begin calling 
residents to complete the survey 
over the phone. If we are unable 
to reach you by phone, City staff 
will come directly to the residential 
address to assist that resident in 
completing the survey. The easiest, 
most time effective, and confidential 
way to complete a survey associated 
with your residential address is to send 
it back in the return envelope. If you 
threw your survey away, not realizing 
how important it is to our community to 
complete and return so that our City 
can apply for future grant funding to 
help with infrastructure, please request 
another survey from the City Clerk’s 
office. This survey is crucial in helping 
our Community be able to apply for 
future grant funding, so please complete 
your survey and return it to the City 
office by June 15

th
!  

Thank you for your help! 

 Anytime there is a manmade change in the floodplain or the floodway, a 
Floodplain Development Permit is required, at a minimum. A manmade 
change is such as an accessory building, fence, fill, new construction, additions, 
temporary buildings, storage of materials, including fuel/chemicals, and long-term 
storage of recreational vehicles, as well as other things. 
 Anytime a Floodplain Development Permit is required, the individual is 
also required to check with the Kansas Department of Agriculture/Division of 
Water Resources to see if a State Permit is also needed. The contact person 
for this permit is Janelle Phillips at 785-564-6656 in Topeka. 
 A floodplain permit application can be downloaded from the City’s website 
at www.ellis.ks.us. Select Locals > Public Works Department > Floodplain. As 
always, if you have a question about what can be done in the floodplain, contact 
John Leiker at 785-726-1741 or Steve Homburg at 785-726-3667. 

Submitted by John Leiker,  
Public Works Director 

City code prohibits  

Vegetation watering between 

the hours of Noon to  

7:00 p.m. year round. 



SLOW 

DOWN 
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Submitted by Christopher Krom, Police Chief  

Speed Limits in  

Residential Districts 
FIREWORKS    

 Many residents have complained about people driving fast 

through the residential districts of the city.  Part of the problem is 

the fact that per Kansas law the speed limit in residential districts 

is 30 mph. This makes it difficult for officers to stop people when 

we receive a complaint and find that the car is not exceeding 30 

mph. I think most people will agree that 30 mph is too fast for our 

residential streets. Many of our streets are narrow, especially 

when there are cars parked on each side. When you consider that 

there are children playing and moving around in the residential 

districts, it makes things even more dangerous.  

 Kansas law requires that a speed/

engineering study be completed before a city can 

change the speed limit set by law. In November 

2020 the city council hired Driggs 

Design group to complete a speed/

engineering study of the residential 

streets of Ellis. The study concluded 

that 30 mph is simply too fast for our 

residential districts considering factors such as width of streets, 

cars parked along streets, visual distance to intersections, and 

pedestrian traffic. The study recommended that the speed limits 

of the residential district be lowered to 20 mph not including areas 

where the 30 mph speed limit is already established with speed 

limit signs. 

 On March 15, 2021 the Ellis city council voted to follow the 

study’s recommendation and lower the speed limit in the residential 

district to 20 mph, unless otherwise marked, adopting an ordi-

nance that reflects this. What this means is any area where there 

are not already speed limits signs establishing another speed lim-

it, the speed limit will be 20 mph. This ordinance has been pub-

lished for the required amount of time and is currently in effect.  

 I would like to ensure the public that officers will enforce this 

speed limit. I would like to encourage the public to begin driving 

the slower speed now, if you were not already doing so.  

 I truly hope this helps to keep the city safe. That is our  

ultimate goal. Thank you to everyone who has been driving safely 

in the city.  

Submitted by Christopher Krom, Police Chief  

 On July 4, 1776 our great nation declared its 
independence from England. The celebration of 
Independence Day in the United States began 
one year later when people began to celebrate 
with bonfires, bells, and fireworks. It became a 
federal holiday in the United States in 1941.  
 Independence Day is for me, like most Americans, 
very near and dear to my heart. Therefore, the 
Ellis Police Department would like to take this  
time to help the citizens of Ellis celebrate the holiday 
safely and legally. For 2021, the Ellis City Council 
has voted to adopt a resolution that allows the 
discharge of fireworks on July 3

rd
 and July 4

th
 

from the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
These are the only days and hours the discharge 
of fireworks will be permitted. Please keep in 
mind that the discharge of fireworks in the 
streets of Ellis, as well as on public property, is 
also prohibited. It is also unlawful for anyone to 
throw, cast, or propel fireworks of any kind into 
the path of any animal, person or group of 
persons, or in the direction of or into any vehicle 
of any kind. It is also unlawful to discharge the 
fireworks commonly referred to as bottle rockets 
in the city. We would also like to strongly discourage 
the consumption of alcohol prior to, or while 
discharging fireworks.  
 The Ellis PD encourages everyone to visit the 
fireworks stands that will be popping up around 
Ellis instead of traveling to Hays to purchase 
fireworks. The sale of fireworks at the local stands 
provides much needed support to many of our 
local youth groups.  
 We would like to wish everyone a safe  
and happy Independence Day. God Bless 
the United States of America.  

 1 Swimming Pool Opens 
 4 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 7 City Council  7:30 pm 
 14 FLAG DAY 
 18 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 20 FATHER’S DAY 
 21 City Council  7:30 pm 
 28 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

 2 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 5 INDEPENDENCE DAY  
  OBSERVED  
      City offices closed 
 6 City Council  7:30 pm 
 16 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 19 City Council  7:30 pm 
 26 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

 2 City Council  7:30 pm 
 6 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 16 City Council  7:30 pm 
 20 Municipal Court 8:00 am 
 23 Planning Comm  7:00 pm 

JUNE JULY 

AUGUST 
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Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk 

Gossip No More 

City of Ellis 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

A truly unique Kansas community, Ellis celebrates its rich heritage  
of friendly people that value family and strong work ethics  

while actively promoting quality education and public services. 

 Last fall, the City received CARES Act grant funding to help our 
City Government with COVID related issues. One of those issues was 
how do we make our Council meetings open to the public with minimal 
space available in the Council room due to social distancing guidelines 
from the Center for Disease Control (CDC). City staff came up with a 
solution to provide online streaming of the Council meetings. Council 
approved a portion of the CARES Act grant funds to go towards a 
project that would help make City of Ellis’ Council meetings open to 
the public online. 
 A camera, microphones, audio mixer and computer software were 
installed in the Council room. Staff were trained on how to use the 
software to make the Council meetings accessible to the community 
via online streaming. After a few learning curves, Council meetings 
can now be viewed through live streaming on YouTube as they are 
happening. 

      If you can’t attend a Council 
meeting or want to know exactly 
what was discussed at a Council 
meeting, rather than rely on hear-
say,  we have the link available on 
the City of Ellis’ website at 
www.ellis.ks.us. Select City Office > 
City Government > Scroll down to 
Watch Live Council Meeting. Click 
on the purple box and this will take 
you directly to the City’s link on 

YouTube for viewing of the online streaming Council meeting. If you 
are unable to watch the meeting as it is live streaming the night of the 
Council meeting, don’t worry, the video will still be available on the 
City’s YouTube channel by going to our City’s website and follow the 
steps above to access the YouTube channel for you to watch the video 
at a later time. 
 It is the City’s pleasure to be able to provide this opportunity to our 
community so citizens can stay informed of the on-going process of 
Ellis City Government. We hope this will encourage more people of all 
ages to get involved in our community and consider running for a 
Council position. 

           HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE 
 

 Monday, July 5 NO grass or trash pickup.  
  City closed for INDEPENDENCE DAY observation. 
 Tuesday, July 6 Monday grass route and Tuesday trash route will be run 
 

 Monday, September 6 NO grass or trash pickup on LABOR DAY 

 Tuesday, September 7 Monday grass and Monday & Tuesday trash routes will be run 

 Its that time of year again. It’s getting 
warmer, we are getting more rain and that 
translates to our grass growing. Which 
means that we need to break out our mowers 
or contact our lawn keeper.  
 One of the problems the Police Department 
encounters is people discharging their grass 
clippings or yard refuse into the street. This 
may seem harmless, but like so many other 
things, it is not. When it rains, the debris 
flows into the storm 
drains, which in turn 
can cause a clog. 
Once this happens, 
the clog will cause 
water drainage issues. 
Then the guys from 
the Public Works 
Department has to 
clear the storm drain.  
 But that’s not the 
only hazard created by blowing grass clippings 
or yard refuse into the street. Clippings and 
other yard refuse can cause a problem for 
bicyclists and motorcycle riders. Bicyclists 
and motorcycle riders can lose traction, 
which could cause them to wreck. This situation 
may in turn make you responsible for the 
accident. Grass clippings and yard refuse 
are a road hazard that can be avoided simply 
by not blowing it into the streets.  
 Choosing not to blow your grass clippings 
or yard refuse into the road is not only the 
reasonable thing to do, it’s the responsible 
thing to do. Per city ordinance 13-219 you 
may be asked to clean up the grass clipping 
or yard refuse or face a fine. Often times 
when these issues are addressed, people 
comment on leaves, acorns, walnuts, sticks 
and twigs that fall into the street. Simply put, 
we can’t control mother nature, but we can 
control where WE put things.  
 We hope everyone has a wonderful and 
safe summer. 

Grass Clippings 
in the Streets 

Submitted by Cameron Moeder, Police Officer 



 
 
 
 

   HOURS     

 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri &  
1st and 3rd Sat     
8:30 to 11:30 AM 

Wednesday  3:00 to 7:00 PM 

RECYCLING  
CENTER 

City of Ellis   MISSION STATEMENT        
The City of Ellis efficiently promotes infrastructure and 

beautification programs, supporting community growth while  

preserving its intrinsic small town charm. 
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While doing your yard  
work, please remember  

that the City’s  

BURN SITE 
accepts ONLY tree limbs, 

branches and brush. 
The Site does NOT accept grass, leaves,  
lumber, or miscellaneous wooden items. 

Submitted by John Leiker, Public Works Director 

Wrapping up the  
Water Line Project 

 As most of you have probably noticed, the City of Ellis is in the process 
of replacing a few of our old water lines. The project includes the 600 
and 700 blocks of West 11th street, all of Baughman street, the 1000 
block of Dorrance, the 100 and 200 blocks of East 15th street, and 
Monroe street between 10th and 15th streets. 
 The project was designed by Driggs Design Group and the contractor 
for the project is Flint Hill Underground. The water line project is 
scheduled to be completed by July 1, 2021. 
 The contractor will repair all areas in the streets that were dug up. 
Residence’s yards will also be reseeded by the contractor where it 
was also torn up due to the work being done for this project. 
 Thank you for your patience as the project is being completed. Our 
water system is very old and needs to be replaced. The problem is 
that it is quite expensive. We have acquired grants from the Kansas 
Department of Commerce Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program to help with the projects that have been done so far. 
With your help in completing the LMI survey for our community, we 
hope to be seeking more grants from CDBG in the future, so that we 
can continue to improve our City’s infrastructure.   

Swimming Pool   
OPENING/CLOSING 

POLICY 
If the water temperature is 70° or above at 
12:30 p.m., the pool will open at the regularly 
scheduled time.   

If the number of patrons are less than 10 
for at least 30 minutes, with evaluation 
beginning at 2:30 p.m., the pool will close.   

If the water temperature is less than 70° 
at 12:30 p.m., the pool will not open at 
that time. The water temperature will be 
re-evaluated at 1:00 p.m. If at that time the 
water temperature is 70 degrees or above 
the pool will open at 1:30 p.m. If it is not, 
the pool will remain closed for the day.   

In the event of stormy weather, all patrons 
will be asked to leave the pool area for 30 
minutes. If the weather does not clear, the 
pool will close at that time. 

If management is notified by emergency 
personnel that severe weather is approaching, 
all patrons will be required to leave the pool 
premises immediately. 

Be sure  
to check the  

City’s Facebook page  
for notice of  

swimming pool closures. 

Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk 
Wanted! Your Business Application 

 On July 23, 2020 the Kansas Department of Commerce awarded 
the City of Ellis a Community Development Block Grant for Coronavirus 
Relief (CDBG-CV) in the amount of $168,000.00! Of that, $128,000.00 is 
available for economic development, $25,000.00 is for meal programs, 
and $15,000.00 is for administration of the grant. 
 After reviewing the applications received back thus far for the 
grant, the City still has almost $38,500.00 remaining in Economic 
Development funds to award to Ellis businesses! We would like to see 
those remaining dollars stay in our community, rather than go back to 
the State of Kansas! In order for a business to be eligible for Economic 
Development funding, the recipient business must be a for-profit business 
and retain jobs for low to moderate-income individuals, as defined by 
HUD. CDBG-CV grants can be used to pay for wages, utilities, rent, 
etc. and also the purchase of 60 days’ worth of inventory needed to 
reopen.   
 Contact the City Clerk’s office to pick up your application packet 

and return ASAP, as the July 1st deadline is fast approaching! 


