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Election Filing Deadline
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

Have you ever thought about serving in your local government? Do
you desire to become more involved in the decisions affecting our
town? If so, then consider filing for election as a Governing Body
member! This November, local voters will head to the polls to elect
three Council members, the Mayor, and the City Treasurer. The positions
are currently held by Council members Devin Henderson, Tricia
Pritchett, and John Walz, Mayor David McDaniel, and City Treasurer
Faith Scheck. Here is what you need to know to get your name on the
November ballot:
 The candidate filing deadline is NOON on June 1st.
 Candidates must file their Declaration of Intent with the
County Clerk’s office in Hays.
 Pay the filing fee of $20.00
Completing the above will ensure that your name is on November
ballot. Don’t rely on the chance of a write-in vote; make sure you
properly file as a candidate!

Flushable Wipes
Submitted by Steve Homburg, Waste Water Operator

These so-called “flushable” wipes do not break down in sewers
and can cause sewage blockages and backups that overflow onto
streets and homes. SSO’s or Sanitary Sewer Overflows are required
by law to be reported to KDHE. Overflows pose enormous environmental
and public health hazards. Further, flushed wipes also cause major
damage at wastewater treatment facilities that can cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars to repair.
Disposable wipes, even those labeled “flushable”, are a problem
for all wastewater collection and treatment facilities. Significantly more
maintenance work is required to remove wipes from sewer pipes,
pumps, and treatment plant equipment.
The problems in the sewer system are
caused by the flushing of products that
don’t properly break apart in the sewer system, products such as baby wipes, personal
care wipes, paper towels, and feminine care
products. These products are sometimes
disposed of in toilets because of how and
where they are used. They then plug up the sewer main causing
SSO’s, which leads to sewage backup’s into basements and houses.
If they make it through the sewer mains to a pump, they can then plug
up the pump causing the pump to fail causing the system to backup
and enter basements and houses.
So please in the future try to remember to place the flushable
wipes in the trash to reduce expenditures to your utility rate.

the town crier, official newsletter of the City of Ellis, is distributed quarterly (March, June,
September and December). Questions, comments or suggestions about the newsletter may
be directed to:

City Clerk’s Office
815 Jefferson
Ellis KS 67637

(785) 726-4812
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Grass Pickup
Resumes

Knowing When to Call 911
Submitted by Christopher Krom, Police Chief

I would like to take the time to speak with the citizens of the City of
Ellis about the importance of knowing when it is appropriate to call 911
instead of non-emergency phone numbers.
It is important to understand what exactly happens when 911 is
called. When you dial 911, the dispatcher takes down important information
to relay on to first responders that are responding. They dispatch Law
Enforcement, Fire Fighters, and Emergency Medical Technicians
when it is appropriate. They can continue to gather information and
relay it on to first responders. When a person calls the Police Department
directly it forces the officers to take on the role of the dispatcher. This
delays response times and may keep the appropriate help from arriving.
Now I will talk about when it is important to call 911. There are
times when the Ellis Police Department’s non-emergency number is
appropriate. For example, if you would like to request a copy of a
report, would like to report a dog at large, or would like to request a
vehicle unlock, it would be appropriate to dial the non-emergency
number (785)726-4462. Any time you need help or are witnessing a
crime in progress please call 911. Examples of times it would be
appropriate to call 911 would be if a dog bit someone, you witness
what you believe to be an impaired driver, or you’re involved in a vehicle
accident.
These are just a few examples. If you are ever in doubt of what
you are experiencing is an emergency or not please call 911. It is far
better to get help and not need it than need help and not get it. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact the Ellis Police
Department at (785)726-4462.

City of Ellis

VISION STATEMENT
A truly unique Kansas community, Ellis celebrates its rich heritage
of friendly people that value family and strong work ethics
while actively promoting quality education and public services.

Annual Sewer Rate Evaluation Period
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

City Code states each customer’s sewer charge must be reviewed
annually and adjusted if necessary with the April 1st billing. The Code
states that a monthly average of the

water used between the December
meter reading and the March meter
reading is computed, and that average
is then applied to a sewer rate table.

The resulting sewer charge will remain in
effect for the next 12 months starting with
the April 1st billing. Water meters are read
around the 10th of each month.
New residents who have moved into
Ellis before December 2020 started their
service with the base rate of $24.89 for the
sewer charge. Once the evaluation period is
computed, the average water usage during
that time period will determine your sewer
rate change accordingly to the sewer rate
table.
To the right is a brief sampling of the
current sewer charges.

thousands
of gallons of
water used
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monthly
sewer charge

1
2
3
4
5

$25.28
$25.67
$26.06
$38.21
$52.54

10
15

$83.79
$113.24

20
25

$142.69
$163.14

Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

Starting April 5th, the grass
route will be run on Monday
of each week, unless the
Monday is a designated
City holiday. (Consult the
Holiday Trash Schedule in
this newsletter for the alternate pick up day.)
Grass carts are available for $2.20 per
month per cart and billed from April to October.
Call the City Clerk’s office to request a grass cart.
The grass cart has a number that is assigned
to your house address when it is delivered.
Please do not move carts from one house
to another. Also, respect the homeowner
who chooses to rent a grass cart for their
grass. Do not put your grass clippings in
someone else’s cart without their permission.
Perpetrators may be charged with theft of
service for doing so.
We ask that you put only GRASS in the
carts as it is fed to livestock. We will not
pick up leaves or branches in the carts.
There is an extra pick up charge if the City
picks up branches. (Remember branches
need to be bundled and cut into 4-foot
lengths). Put bagged leaves in the TRASH
carts to be hauled to the landfill. We will not
pick up bags or other items left on the ground
without a special pick up order.

We Need You!

Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

As you probably know by now, the City
is in the middle of surveying residents for
grant opportunities through the Kansas
Department of Commerce Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
Surveys have been sent through the mail to
every residence in Ellis. If we have not
received your survey back prior to this mailing,
an additional copy of the survey is enclosed
with a self-addressed stamped envelope for
return. Surveys are due back by March 31,
2021! If we have not received your survey
back by March 31, 2021, City officials and
staff will begin calling residents to complete
their survey over the phone. If we are unable
to reach you by phone, City staff will come
directly to your house to assist you in
completing the survey. The easiest, most
time effective, and confidential way to complete
your survey is by sending it back in the return
envelope; so please complete your survey
and return to the City office by March 31,
2021! Thank you for your help!
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Help the City Get Grant Funds
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

The City of Ellis is searching for additional funding sources to aid in the
completion of various community improvements. One of those sources is the
Community Development Block Grant Program, commonly known as CDBG,
through the Kansas Department of Commerce. As part of the grant requirements,
the City must survey its residents and if the City meets the survey requirements,
it is eligible to apply for grant funding. If you have already filled out your
household’s survey and returned it – THANK YOU! However, if we haven’t
received yours, we have enclosed with the March utility bills an additional
copy of the Kansas Small Cities CDBG LMI Survey and instructions on how
to complete the survey. The more surveys returned, the better the City’s
chances of receiving grant monies, so if you haven’t returned yours,
please do so today! All occupied households within the City limits are eligible
to complete a survey, so even if you don’t own your home, please complete
and return your survey. Surveys are confidential and can only be checked by
HUD or KDOC. The survey is not to determine the exact income of a household,
but to determine if the household income is above or below set income limits.
The completed surveys are valid until the next Census so by returning your
survey soon, the City could pursue multiple CDBG grants over several years without residents having to complete another
LMI survey. The City conducted a survey in 2014 and received almost $2,000,000.00 in grant funding! However, that survey
expired with the 2020 Census, so we must survey residents again to remain eligible. Without your participation, the City
will not be able to apply for CDBG monies to help fund community projects! If you need assistance in completing your
survey, please contact the City office at 785.726.4812 and we will be glad to assist you!

Welcome Back!
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

We are super excited to welcome you all to our new swimming
pool facility this year! The pool will officially open for the season on
June 1st at 12:30 p.m. We hope to have an Open House prior to the
official opening for the public to come view the facility, so watch for
that announcement later on. We would like to sincerely thank
everyone who donated or contributed to the construction of our new
facility! The rates for the 2021 season remain the same as prior years:
DAILY ADMISSION
5 & Under .......Free
6 – 12............. $1.50
Over 12 .......... $2.00

DAILY SWIM PASSES
Students 6-12 .... 15-day pass .... $21.00
Students 6-12 .... 30-day pass .... $40.00
Over 12 .............. 15-day pass .... $28.00
Over 12 .............. 30-day pass .... $54.00

Thank you for your support to
keep a pool in our City! We can’t
wait to see everyone!

In Like a Lion,
Out Like a Lamb
Submitted by Avery Smith, Police Sergeant

An old proverb states
that March “Comes in like a
lion, out like a lamb.” March
is always an interesting
transition period in Kansas
weather cycles; one day it is
below freezing and blowing
snow, and the next it feels
like an early summer has
made its appearance. Severe
winter weather is still very possible during the
early days of spring and you should not let
your guard down. Keeping your vehicle prepared
for the cold is still an essential part of personal
safety and should not be overlooked. Dressing
in layers is also recommended and will help
you stay warm if you should become stranded
while traveling. Road flares, a flashlight, water,
and keeping your vehicle’s fuel level above ½
a tank can also prove to be helpful in the
event of an emergency. The “In like a lion, out
like a lamb” proverb may not always be true,
but these tips will ring true in the event you or
a loved one are caught in a weather-related
emergency.
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While doing your yard
work, please remember
that the City’s

BURN SITE
accepts ONLY tree limbs,
branches and brush.
The Site does NOT accept grass, leaves,
lumber, or miscellaneous wooden items.

Summer
Help Wanted!
The City is currently accepting
applications for summer help at the
NEW Swimming Pool! We are looking
for mature, responsible, reliable and
energetic individuals to work as lifeguards
and pool house attendants! Applicants
must be at least 16 years of age and
have transportation available. Please
stop by the City office at 815 Jefferson
Street for a complete job description and
application! We will accept applications
until March 30, 2021! We are excited to
welcome everyone back!

Lakeside
Campground
Submitted by Verda Flinn,
Campground Committee

With camping season
just around the corner,
the Campground Committee would like to remind
community members of
the potential for extra
pedestrian traffic at the
c am pgr ou n d. Pleas e
remember to slow down
to 20 MPH as you drive
through the campground area. Since we
added nine pull-through sites and a designated tent area in the expansion area,
more visitors will be staying at the
campground. With camping on both sides
of 8th street, more pedestrians of all ages
will be crossing the road to visit the bathhouse and lake area. Let’s do our best to
make their stay in our community a
pleasant one!
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Utility Bill Payments
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

We often receive questions about the timing of the utility bills. The Public
Works Department reads the water meters around the 10th of each month.
Bills for that usage are then sent out on the 1st of the following month and
become due and payable at that time. For example, meters read on March
10th include the usage from February 10th – March 10th and then billed out
on the April 1st utility bill. Bills must be paid on or before the 15th to avoid
incurring a 10% penalty. If the 15 th falls on a weekend, bills will not be
considered late as long as they are received by the City by 8:00 a.m. on the
next business day. Penalty notices are sent out on the 16 th of the month (or
next business day if on the weekend). If the utility bill remains unpaid 10
days after the penalty notice, utility services will be disconnected for
nonpayment and the resident must pay a $60.00 reconnect fee to receive
services again. However, residents can avoid disconnection of services
and the resulting fee by completing a valid payment extension (hearing)
PRIOR to disconnection. For a payment extension, customers must appear
at City Hall by 8:30 a.m. the day of disconnects. Customers receive THREE
(3) payment extensions each calendar year. Payments may be extended
up to fourteen (14) days after the day of shut-offs, regardless of when the
agreement is signed. Therefore, we encourage residents to NOT WAIT
until the day of utility shutoffs to complete your payment agreement! Please
contact the City Clerk’s office if you have any questions regarding your
utility bill or payments.

Grant Help for Businesses!
Submitted by Amy Burton, City Clerk

On July 23, 2020 the Kansas Department of Commerce awarded the
City of Ellis a Community Development Block Grant for Coronavirus Relief
(CDBG-CV) in the amount of $168,000.00! Of that, $128,000.00 is available
for economic development, $25,000.00 is for meal programs, and
$15,000.00 is for administration of the grant.
After the first round of funding, the City still has almost $38,500.00
remaining in Economic Development funds to award to Ellis businesses!
In order for a business to be eligible for Economic Development funding,
the recipient business must be a for-profit business and retain jobs for low
to moderate-income individuals, as defined by HUD. CDBG-CV grants
can be used to pay for wages, utilities, rent, etc. and also the purchase of
60 days’ worth of inventory needed to reopen.
The Meal Program grants are intended to supplement various programs
that provide access to nutritious foods during the COVID-19 crisis. Grant
funds can be directed toward organizations such as Meals on Wheels, for
the replenishment of local food banks, or to support organizations that
provide meal programs for children impacted by the loss of school meal
programs.
Application deadline for this round of grant awards is 5:00 p.m.
on March 15, 2021. Contact the City Clerk’s office to get your application
packet today!

City of Ellis

MISSION STATEMENT

The City of Ellis efficiently promotes infrastructure and
beautification programs, supporting community growth while
preserving its intrinsic small town charm.
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To all persons decorating graves at

Mount Hope Cemetery
The Cemetery maintenance personnel will begin trimming
and mowing soon. If you wish to retain any decorations that
are not permanently mounted,
please remove those decorations by
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Cemetery Decorating
Regulations
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk

Toys, boxes, banners, balloons, alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverage containers meant as decorations,
shells, objects made of glass, wood, tin, porcelain or
clay, baskets, and unapproved containers will not be
permitted as long-term grave decorations, and when
After that date, the maintenance personnel will discard
used, will be removed without notice.
them without any further notice as part
No permanent urns, decorations, ornaments,
of the spring cleanup process.
organizational emblems, or embellishments such as
If you have any questions, please contact the
decorative statues, or decorative stones shall be
permitted on or around a grave space, unless they
Public Works Department
are permanently anchored in a concrete foundation
785.726.4741
785.726.1741
that is aligned with the monument foundation; provided
ellispw@eaglecom.net
that the total foundation, including monument and
decorative item does not exceed the maximum
foundation length allowed.
Flowers, wreaths, and other temporary decorations
will be permitted during the grass-mowing season (April 1 until October 31) provided they must be placed in an approved
permanent receptacle or hung from an approved shepherd’s hook which shall not exceed forty-eight (48) inches in height
on regular grave spaces.
Artificial and fresh flowers, wreaths, and other temporary decorations are permitted for Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s
Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, Independence Day, Veteran’s Day, and Christmas Day with seven (7) days allowed
before the holiday for decorating and seven (7) days after for pickup of decorations. All decorations shall be placed within
six (6) inches of the memorial marker and secured in a manner that they will not become dislodged or scattered by the
winds. No holes may be dug in and around a grave to support flower vases or any other type of container. After the
designated decoration time, all decorations not in approved permanent containers will be removed by the City.
[per Ordinance 1402]

MAY 3, 2021

Thank you for your cooperation.

Deceptive Ice

Thank You!

Submitted by Tim Kohlrus, Firefighter

The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department trains year-round because you
never know when an emergency will happen. One of the trainings
conducted during the winter involve ice rescues. Ice rescues are a different
beast when you factor in extremely cold air and water temperatures that
lead to hypothermia quickly, and effectively and efficiently maneuvering
your rescue squad when dressed in protective layers.
One tool the Fire Department has acquired to assist
in ice and water rescues is a small boat. The boat is
small enough to be easily sent out across the ice
allowing help to get very close to the victim to render
aid immediately. The size of the boat also makes it
simple to deploy on Big Creek without needing to be near a dock.
Since it is winter for at least six more weeks, we also want to remind
you about driving safety on icy roads. Turn on your headlights, allow
extra distance between vehicles as you travel, and SLOW DOWN. Its
still trendy to be fashionably late.
The City Council recently approved the purchase of a Monitor Nozzle.
This nozzle can be set to spray water on a fire or close structure without
man-power present. This frees up firemen and allows them to perform
other tasks necessary during a fire emergency.
The Ellis Volunteer Fire Department is looking for a few good men,
or women, to serve on the Fire Department. Head up to D & B Body
Shop and visit with Chief Dustin Vine to pick up an application. Meetings
are held on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month. This is a great group of
people that give of their time to keep the City of Ellis and its residents safe.

Submitted by Verda Flinn,
Assistant City Clerk

We would like to thank those who donated
this last quarter to our Fill the Pool Project! Since
we began our project, the City has received
$1,321,500.00 in grants, over $76,746.00 in donations
and fundraised $7,293.00 to build a new pool.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the pool
this summer celebrating the success of our
community efforts!

Platinum

Ellis Auto Parts, Inc.
Deines Family
($5,000-$9,999)
Mary Jo Walz
Rod & Bernie Taylor
Tim & Pauleen Edmonds
($1,000-$4,999) Troy & Peggy Rupp
Perry & Robin Henman
Frances L Butler
Anonymous
Mayor David R. McDaniel James & Amy Miller Family
Verda Flinn

Gold

Bronze ($100-$499)

Rick & Kim Gaschler
JT & Mackinley Rhoden

Member ($1-$99)

In Memory of Robert Plomodon

HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE
Monday, May 31
Tuesday, June 1

NO trash or grass pickup on MEMORIAL DAY
Monday and Tuesday trash and grass routes will be run
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Up To Your Knees in Weeds
Submitted by Verda Flinn, Assistant City Clerk
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City code prohibits
Vegetation watering between
the hours of Noon to
7:00 p.m. year round.

In an effort to maintain the beautification of the City, Public Works Director
John Leiker is charged with ensuring residents maintain their property in
accordance with City Codes. Many of the Spring/Summer code violations
issued deal with mowing and/or weed control. City Code 8-402 states weeds
and grasses shall not exceed 12” in height. If a resident or property owner is
cited for a violation under Code Section 8-402, by Ordinance, the City must
notify that resident by personal service or certified mail. Due to the rising costs
of mailing each notice certified, the City primarily uses personal service by the Ellis Police Department. Once received,
the resident has 10 days to remedy the violation. If a resident would like a hearing before the Governing Body on the
violation notice, a request must be made within 5 days of receipt of the violation notice. If the violation is not remedied
in 10 days, the City is authorized by ordinance to cut the grasses and/or weeds and assess the cost of mowing to the
resident or property owner. The City charges $50 per hour, with a minimum of 2 hours charged regardless of how long it
takes to mow the property. All costs are assessed to the resident or property owner. No further notice is given during the
calendar year once the first violation notice is issued. Therefore, if the resident has been notified one time of a violation,
the City has the authority to mow grasses and weeds in excess of 12” in height without notification to the resident and
assess the costs as explained above.
Another common notice issued is a violation under Code Section 8-201, which includes such health nuisance items as
abandoned appliances, furniture, trash, lumber, etc. The notification process is the same as explained above: the resident
will be notified either by personal service or certified mail and have 10 days to respond to the violation notice. Failure to
comply may result in prosecution under Section 8-207 and/or abatement of the condition by the City as provided by
Section 8-208.
A third type of notice issued is a violation under Code Section 8 -2A08 which deals with dilapidated structures
and unsafe conditions to residents such as abandoned vehicles or accumulation of debris. The notification process is the
same as the above code violation notices; however, the respondent has 15
days to alleviate a yard condition and 45 days to alleviate structure
Beginning
violations. A hearing before the Governing Body must be requested within
Tuesday, June 1st
15 days of receipt of notice. Failure to comply may result in prosecution
under Section 8-2A10 and/or abatement of the condition by the City with
Public Works Department
the costs assessed to the property owner.
will work
Please contact Public Works Director John Leiker with any questions at
785.726.4741.

SUMMER HOURS
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

The City Clerk’s office will continue
working regular hours
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
during the summer.

begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 14th.
Spring clocks forward one hour
Check the batteries in Fire/Smoke/CO2 detectors

MARCH
1
1-5
2
5
14
15
17
19
22

City Council 7:30 pm
WEATHER AWARENESS
WEEK
State-wide Siren Test 10 am
Municipal Court 8:00 am
Daylight Savings Time Begins
City Council 7:30 pm
ST PATRICK’S DAY
Municipal Court 8:00 am
Planning Comm 7:00 pm

MAY

APRIL

2
4
5
15
16
19
26

Municipal Court 8:00 am
GOOD FRIDAY
City offices open
EASTER
Grass Pickup begins
City Council 7:30 pm
Income Tax Filing Deadline
Municipal Court 8:00 am
City Council 7:30 pm
Planning Comm 7:00 pm

3
3-7
7
9
10-14
17
17-21
21
24
31
June 1

City Council 7:30 pm
MUNICIPAL CLERK’S WEEK
Municipal Court 8:00 am
MOTHER’S DAY
NAT’L POLICE WEEK
City Council 7:30 pm
NAT’L PUBLIC WORKS WK
Municipal Court 8:00 am
Planning Comm 7:00 pm
MEMORIAL DAY
City offices closed
Public Works Summer
Hours Begin
Swim Pool Opens

